Women’s Circumstances in Japan-Ruled Taiwan:
Analyzing Folk Songs in Taiwan New People Newspaper
HiG R AR E AR R — DL (2l R ) eSS0

(FRRERAMEREARLEFES

Eryk Hajndrych (#i81%) , Tsui-Hua Wu ((R33%E)
Research-Teaching Assistant, Kazimierz Wielki University, Poland

Associate Professor, Yuan Ze University, Taiwan (2187085 K2 EFRINEERR)

193 14E, HAHER FOBRETH M GEH R A W m O AITEEMRK OB Z 16D 72, Z OGO 73258 C T, K057

BlJE DRI G L EDE NN TR Z MGE L Tz,

From January 1931, Taiwan New People Newspaper (a significant official newspaper for all kKinds of social move-
ments and Taiwanese literature in Japan-ruled Taiwan) started publishing folk songs. More than one hundred folk
songs were submitted within half a year, and most of them were created in Hokkien and were intended for children.
These folk songs reflected Taiwanese people’s moods and voices at that time, especially women’s. The folk songs
published by Taiwan New People Newspaper presented the social expectation towards women in a humorous
manner, but also reflected women’s hardship during that period. Thus, this study, by looking at the folk songs of
Taiwan New People Newspaper, intends to analyze the various roles of women in Japan-ruled Taiwan and what

circumstances they faced.
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