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Liberation of Korea and “Overcoming Modernity”
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How would it be possible to realize ‘Asian’ solidarity? This is not a problem that arose recently. We have already
experienced a failed attempt to realize it.

The period from 1920 to 1930 had been referred to as one of ‘transition’ in the modern era. The experiences of
WWI and the Great Depression led many to attempt to overcome the value systems that symbolized modern civil
society, such as liberalism, individualism, and capitalism. What emerged in Europe in an attempt to overcome this
world-historical ‘crisis’ were fascism and Nazism. Meanwhile, in Asia, Japanese imperialism was expanding - from
the Mukden Incident to the Sino-Japan War - and along with it, the conception of a new order with ‘East Asia’ as its
subject was being pursued as an extension of the historical project of ‘overcoming modernity’. The concept that was
tasked with this historical project was that of the ‘East Asian Cooperative Community’ proposed by the philosopher
Miki Kiyoshi and his think-tank, the Showa Kenkyukai. Although the idea of the East Asian Cooperative Community
came to be forgotten along with the memories of WWII, some intellectuals in colonial Korea who had sought to
overcome even Japanese imperialism through participation in the Cooperative Community attempted to reconstitute
its thought within the ‘newly born’ Korea, even after liberation from Japanese rule.

This study reviews the ideological horizons of overcoming ‘Western modernity’ by examining the discourse on
‘overcoming modernity’ among Korea intellectuals and considers the ideological basis of ‘Asian’ solidarity.

m history, Korea-Japan, modernity, East Asian Cooperative Community
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