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From “Japanese Literature” to “World Literature”:
A Research on Haruki Murakami’s “Commitment”
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This research analyzes Haruki Murakami’s “Commitment” and focuses on his concern to history. Murakami included his con-
cern to history as one of his major themes in many of his literary works. The first attempt of his concern to history can be seen
in his debut novel “Hear the Wind Sing” in 1979 and a short story “A Slow Boat to China” in 1980.

The title of afore-mentioned short story leads to an assumption that Murakami’s concern to history is not only about Japan
as a “nation”, but mostly about Japan and China as a “beyond-nations” relationship. During the early stages of Murakami’s
career, his concern to history was only described symbolically. When he published “The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle” in 1994-1995,
his concern to history could be seen clearly.

Murakami started to write “The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle” in 1991 when he was about to go to the United States. At the same
year, the Gulf War occurred, and fiftieth anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor was held in the United States. Moreover, “The
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle” was written with Nomonhan Incident that happened at the border between Old Manchuria and Outer
Mongolia as its major background. Also, during the publication of “The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle”, two big incidents occurred in
Japan, namely The Great Hanshin Earthquake and Tokyo Subway Sarin Attack.

This explains that “The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle” was written in such a tense atmosphere of war and incidents; and this lit-
erary work was an important milestone to Murakami’s literary career and his “Commitment” as a writer.

m Haruki Murakami, Commitment, history, memory, concern to other nations
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