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Diversity in Harmony
Multi-ethnic Architectural Conservation 

in an ex Colonized country
Semarang, Indonesia case

植民地時代の名残をとどめる建築遺
産を壊すべきではない。その遺構が
持つ植民地主義のみを廃して、旧宗
主国への「平和の大使」にするのだ。

5XG\DQWR�6RHVLOR1

1 /HFWXUHU��6RHJLMDSUDQDWD�&DWKROLF�8QLYHUVLW\��,QGRQHVLD

Abstract

Since the proclamation of Indonesian independence on August 17th 1945, this new nation has taken as its 
motto: Bhinneka Tunggal Ika, which means “Plural but One, Unity in Diversity.” This concept infiltrates all 
aspects of every Indonesian’s life. This concept should infiltrate any Indonesian city as the place where 

Indonesian peoples’ lives take place. Semarang as an Old Indonesian city has a long history and nowadays it is 
time for a heritage building conservation movement. 
 As a city in a formerly colonized country, Semarang faces challenges in doing architectural conservation such 
as the decline of the Kota-lama as the heritage area with the consequences that many of the heritage buildings 
are threatened with a construction collapse. In Semarang, the bad impact is being doubled with the rising of the 
sea level (Rob) that submerges the heritage area in seawater. The next problem is that the heritage building lies in 
a prospective area where economic runs high. This threatens some heritage buildings that lie there. To get around 
the laws of conservation, owners of some of those heritage buildings employ “intentionally decaying strategies” to 
make their own heritage building collapse. 
 As a formerly colonized city, Semarang grew into a colonial paradigm called “Divide et impera.” The city is 
divided into several zones based on the difference of the ethnicity. The city developed “Pelandan,” “Pecinan,” 
“Kauman,” Pekojan” (the Dutch, the Chinese, the Indonesians, the Kojas) districts. Until now, the conservation 
movement focuses on the Kota-lama—Little Nederland and on Semawis—a community-based conservation effort 
in a formerly Chinese community area. The city’s residents and the government seem to forget the traditional 
Javanese area Alun-alun & Kanjengan, Djohar market, Kauman and Pekojan. But recently a positive movement 
has appeared: some communities have organized themselves and arranges many special and traditional events, 
for example, at Kampung Bustaman, Warak ngendog festival, Dhug Dher festival and others. By organizing all 
the capacity of the many layers, many ethnicities of all the city’s residents, we can prove that we can break the 
divider that built this nation history, and turn it into a fruitful campaign towards a prosperous community, an 
architectural conservation that embraces all communities and covers all the heritage area, developing an amazing 
heritage tourism through the old city. This displays the spirit of “Unity in Diversity” towards “Diversity in Harmony,” 
precisely, as our founding-fathers have planned for us.
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Introduction
$�FLW\�LV�DQ�DUWLIDFW�DV�D�SURGXFW�RI�WKH�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�RI�
WKH�FLW\��6HPDUDQJ�DV�DQ�ROG�FLW\�KDG�D�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�
WRR��DQG�WKH�ZKROH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�RI�6HPDUDQJ�DQG�LWV�
GLVWULFWV�DQG�UHJLRQV�UHÀHFWV�WKH�SDWK�RI�WKDW�KLVWRU\��
6R�HYHU\�SDUW�RI�6HPDUDQJ�FLW\�KDV�LWV�RZQ�YDOXHV�
DQG�VKDUH�WKH�ZKROH�6HPDUDQJ¶V�KLVWRU\��7KDW�LV�ZK\�
WKH�SDUDGLJP�DQG�SROLF\�RI�WKH�6HPDUDQJ¶V�FRQVHUYD-
WLRQ�KDV�WR�FRYHU�DOO�KLVWRULFDO�GLVWULFW�DQG�UHJLRQV�LQ�
6HPDUDQJ��6R�IDU�QHDUO\�HYHU\ERG\�DQG�HYHU\�HIIRUW�
DQG�HQHUJ\²IURP�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��WKH�DUW�FRPPX-
QLW\��WKH�SUHVV��XQLYHUVLWLHV��PDQ\�IRXQGDWLRQV��PDQ\�
LQ� FRRSHUDWLRQ� ZLWK� 'XWFK¶V� IRXQGDWLRQV�²KDYH�
EHHQ�SRXUHG�LQ�WR�OLIW�XS�DQG�SURPRWH�³.RWD�/DPD´�
DV� DQ� IRUPHUO\� FRORQLDO� GLVWULFW��:KLOH� 3HFLQDQ¶V�
FRPPXQLW\�DV�WKH�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�WKH�&KLQHVH�GLVWULFW��
E\�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�VHOI�VXSSRUWLQJ�HIIRUW�KDV�
VXFFHVVIXOO\�DUUDQJHG�WKH�6HPDZLV�ED]DDU�RQ�HDFK�
)ULGD\�WKURXJK�6XQGD\�QLJKWV��
� $V� KLVWRU\� UHFRUGV�� WKH� 'XWFK� FRORQLVWV� DSSOLHG�
WKH� ³Divide et impera´� FRORQLDO� SROLWLF� VWUDWHJ\� LQ�
VHSDUDWLQJ�WKH�PDQ\�HWKQLFV�LQWR�HDFK�FORVHG�GLVWULFWV�
PHUHO\�WR�HDVLO\�KDYH�FRQWURO�RQ�WKHP��VR�LQ�6HPDUDQJ�
HPHUJHG�WKH�³3HODQGDQ�´�³3HFLQDQ�´�³.DXPDQ�´�3HNR-
MDQ��.DQMHQJDQ´��WKH�'XWFK��WKH�&KLQHVH��WKH�,QGRQH-
VLDQV��WKH�.RMDV��GLVWULFWV��,Q�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\��ZH�QHHG�
WR�DGRSW�WKH�SDUDGLJP�DQG�WKH�SROLF\�RI�RXU�&LW\�FRQ-
VHUYDWLRQ²WKDW�LV�³WKH�PXOWL�HWKQLFV�6HPDUDQJ¶V�FLW\�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ´��WR�VKRZ�WKH�ZRUOG�WKDW�DIWHU�RXU�,QGH-
SHQGHQFH�'D\�������QRZ�ZH�DUH�WRJHWKHU�DQG�ZLOO�QRW�
EH�VHSDUDWHG�DJDLQ��7KH�KHULWDJH�ZLWK�PXOWL�HWKQLF�GLV-
WULFWV�EHFRPHV�D�PRQXPHQW�RI�³8QLW\�ZLWK�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�
KDUPRQ\�´�RYHU�WKH�6HPDUDQJ¶V�FLWL]HQ�DQG�QHHG�WR�EH�
FRQVHUYHG�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�KLVWRU\�DQG�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�
PXWXDO�EHQH¿W�IRU�WKH�6HPDUDQJ¶V�FLWL]HQV��)RU�H[DP-
SOH��WKH�6HPDUDQJ�FLW\�ZLWK�WKH�PXOWL�HWKQLF�FRQVHU-
YDWLRQ�DUHD�FDQ�EH�D�IDYRULWH�WRXULVP�GHVWLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�
PXOWL�HWKQLF�DWWUDFWLRQV��FXOLQDU\��FXOWXUH��DUFKLWHFWXUH�
DQG�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�DWPRVSKHUH��ZKLFK�FDQ�JHQHUDWH�DQG�
LPSURYH�DOO�HYHU\�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�FLW\��6WDUW-
LQJ�IURP�WKLV�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��ZH�FDQ�¿UPO\�DQG�VWURQJO\�
SURSRVH�DQG�FDPSDLJQ�WKLV�³0XOWL�HWKQLFV�6HPDUDQJ�
FLW\�FRQVHUYDWLRQ´�DV�D�SXEOLF�DZDUHQHVV�PRYHPHQW1��

Problems of Architectural Conserva-
tion in a Formerly Colonized Coun-
try in Semarang.2
$UFKLWHFWXUDO� KHULWDJH� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� LQ� 6HPDUDQJ��
0LG�-DYD��IDFHV�PDQ\�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�HYHQ�WKUHDWV��
7KHUH�DUH� WZR�NLQGV�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KHULWDJH�FRQ-
VHUYDWLRQ�LQ�D�WRZQ�OLNH�6HPDUDQJ��7KH�¿UVW�LV�WKH�
KHULWDJH�ORFDWHG�LQ�D�GHFOLQHG�UHJLRQ��D�%URQ[�WR�EH��
7KH�VHFRQG�LV�WKH�KHULWDJH�ORFDWHG�RQ�D�YHU\�VWUDWHJLF�
EXVLQHVV�DUHD��7KHUH�DUH�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�WKUHDWV�WR�HDFK�
RI�WKH�W\SH�RI�WKH�KHULWDJH��
� 7KH�¿UVW�RQH��LQKHUHQW�ZLWK�WKH�UHJLRQ¶V�SUREOHPV��
LV�WKDW�WKH�³GHVWLQ\´�RI�WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KHULWDJH�DV�
D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�GHFOLQHG�UHJLRQ�UHDOO\�GHSHQGV�RQ�
WKH�³GHVWLQ\´�RI�WKDW�UHJLRQ��7KH�GHFOLQH�RI�DQ�ROG�
KLVWRULF�XUEDQ�µ.RWD�ODPD¶�DW�-O��5DGHQ�3DWDK��6HPD-
UDQJ��ZKLFK�LV�SRSXODU�DV�µ7KH�/LWWOH�1HWKHUODQG¶�LV�
DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�SUREOHP�
 7KH�GHFOLQH�RI�DQ�ROG�KLVWRULF�XUEDQ�DUHD�LV�D�SURE-
OHP�RIWHQ� IRXQG� LQ�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��2ZQHUV�RI�ROG�
EXLOGLQJV�DUH�UHOXFWDQW�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKHLU�ROG�KLVWRULFDO�
EXLOGLQJ�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�GHFOLQH�RI�WKH�HFRQRPLF��VRFLDO�
DQG�HYHQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�UROHV�RI�WKDW�DUHD��,Q�WKDW�FDVH��
LW�ZLOO�EH�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�UHVWRUH�WKH�GHFOLQHG�DUHD�WR�
EH�D�EULJKW�DQG�SURPLVLQJ�DUHD�DJDLQ��:KHQ�SHRSOH�
VWDUWHG�WR�DEDQGRQ�WKDW�DUHD��WKH�DUHD�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�
D�%URQ[�OLNH�DUHD��$OPRVW�QR�RQH�ZLOO�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�
ZRUNLQJ��LQYHVWLQJ�RU�HYHQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKDW�DUHD��µ.RWD�
ODPD¶�DW�-O��5DGHQ�3DWDK���6HPDUDQJ��ZKLFK�LV�SRSXODU�
DV�µ7KH�/LWWOH�1HWKHUODQG¶�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�SURE-
OHP��0DQ\�1*2V�LQ�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�JRYHUQ-
PHQW�KDYH�PDGH�HIIRUWV�WR�UHVWRUH�WKDW�µVOHHSLQJ¶�DUHD��
EXW�XQWLO�QRZ��WKH�UHVXOW�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�

Intentionally Decaying Strategy 3
$QRWKHU� SUREOHP� LV� WKDW� VRPH� ROG� KLVWRULF� XUEDQ�
DUHDV�ORFDWHG�LQ�ROG�'RZQWRZQ�DUHDV�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�
EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DUHDV�IRU�EXVL-
QHVV��FDSLWDO�LQYHVWPHQWV�DQG�IRU�OLYLQJ��
� 8QOLNH� WKH� GHFOLQH� RI� ROG� KLVWRULF� XUEDQ� DUHDV��
WKLV�FRQGLWLRQ�UDLVHG�PDQ\�WKUHDWV�WR�WKH�ROG�KLVWRULF�
XUEDQ�DUHDV�DV�ZHOO��7KH�ODQG�YDOXH�RI�WKDW�KLVWRULF�
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DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DQ�DFWXDO�'RZQWRZQ�LV�JURZLQJ�
KLJKHU�	�KLJKHU��VR� LW� LV�XQGHUVWDQGDEOH� WKDW�RZQ-
HUV� RI� ROG� KLVWRULF� EXLOGLQJV�ZLOO� XQGRXEWHGO\� WU\�
WR�GHYHORS�WKH�VLWH�RI�WKH�ROG�KLVWRULF�EXLOGLQJV�LQWR�
D�PRUH�SUR¿WDEOH�VLWH��7KH�RZQHU�DUUDQJHV�µWULFNV¶�
WR�UHPRYH�WKH�ROG�EXLOGLQJV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�
VLWH�WR�DQ�DOO�QHZ�JUHDW�JLJDQWLF�EXLOGLQJV��ZLWK�DQ�
LQFUHGLEOH�EXVLQHVV�SURVSHFW��2QH�RI�WKH�WULFNV�QRZD-
GD\V�LV�ZKDW�ZH�FDOOHG�“Pembusukan´��,QGRQHVLDQ�
IRU�³VSRLOLQJ��LQWHQWLRQDOO\�GHFD\LQJ�VWUDWHJ\´���7KLV�
PHDQV�D�FODQGHVWLQH�HIIRUW�WR�GHVSRLO�SURWHFWHG�ROG�
EXLOGLQJV�XQWLO�WKHUH�DUH�QRWKLQJ�OHIW�EXW�UXLQV�IURP�
WKH�SURWHFWHG�ROG�EXLOGLQJ��VR�DQ\RQH�FDQ�GR�DQ\-
WKLQJ�RQ�WKDW�UXLQV�DQG�QRWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK�WKDW��
� 7KLV� ³,QWHQWLRQDOO\� GHFD\LQJ� VWUDWHJ\´� FRYHUV�
WKH�FRQÀLFW�RI� LQWHUHVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ODQG�YDOXH�DQG�
WKH� KLVWRULFDO�YDOXH� RI� WKH� EXLOGLQJ��7KDW� FRQÀLFW�
WULJJHUHG� D� ³:DU´� EHWZHHQ� WKH� EXLOGLQJ� RZQHU�
ZLWK�FDSLWDOLVWLF�LQWHUHVW��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�SUR¿W�RI�WKH�
UHDO�SURSHUW\�DQG�WKH�SXEOLF�LQWHUHVW�RI�D�KLVWRULFDO�
EXLOGLQJ��7KDW�³:DU´�LQYROYHV�PDQ\�VWDNH�KROGHUV��
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�LQYHVWRU�DQG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��,Q�WKDW�
³:DU´� PDQ\� VWUDWHJLHV� ZHUH� EHLQJ� XVHG�� DPRQJ�
WKHP��ZKDW�WKH�ZULWHU�FDOOV�,QWHQWLRQDOO\�'HFD\LQJ�
6WUDWHJ\� %\�WKLV�,�PHDQ�D�VWUDWHJ\�SODQQHG�E\�WKH�
RZQHU�RI�D�KHULWDJH�EXLOGLQJ�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�RZQHU¶V�
�KHULWDJH��EXLOGLQJ�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�SUR¿W�PDNLQJ��6R�
IDU��PDQ\�RI�WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KHULWDJHV�LQ�6HPDUDQJ�
KDV�VXIIHUHG�,QWHQWLRQDOO\�'HFD\LQJ�6WUDWHJ\��
� 7KH� ³WXJ� RI� ZDU´� EHWZHHQ� WKH� FDSLWDO�RZQHU�
LQWHUHVW�DQG� WKH�SXEOLF� LQWHUHVW� LQ� WKH�SXEOLF�VSDFH�
GRPDLQ²VXFK� DV� WKH� +HULWDJH� EXLOGLQJ� XVXDOO\�
OHDYHV�WKH�SXEOLF�LQWHUHVW�VXERUGLQDWH��6HPDUDQJ�DV�
RQH�RI�WKH�ROG�WRZQV�LQ�,QGRQHVLD�VXIIHUV�WKH�LPSDFW�
RI�WKDW�WXJ�RI�ZDU�WRR��

Architectural Conservation on a For-
merly Colonized Country 4
,QVWHDG�RI�RUGLQDU\�SUREOHPV�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUDO�&RQ-
VHUYDWLRQ�LQ�VXFK�FRXQWULHV��LQ�,QGRQHVLD��WKHUH�PXVW�
EH�D�VSHFLDO�DSSURDFK��DWWHQWLRQ�DQG�DWWLWXGH�RQ�WKH�
$UFKLWHFWXUDO�&RQVHUYDWLRQ� RI�&RORQLDO�EXLOGLQJV��

7KDW� KDV� WR� EH� GRQH�EHFDXVH� FRORQ\�EXLOGLQJ�KDG�
D� WUDXPDWLF�HIIHFW�RQ� WKH� LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH�DQG�LI�
WUHDWHG�ZURQJO\�LW�FDQ�EULQJ�EDFN�WKH�IHHO�RI�DQJXLVK�
LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�WLPH��
� ,QVWHDG�RI�WKDW�RUGLQDU\�SUREOHP�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�WKHUH�PXVW�EH�D�VSHFLDO�DSSURDFK��DWWHQ-
WLRQ�DQG�DWWLWXGH�RQ� WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
RI�FRORQLDO�EXLOGLQJ��,Q�WKH�¿UVW��FRORQLDOLVP�PDNHV�
WKHLU�SHRSOH�µKHURHV¶�DV�WKH�µZLQQHU¶�RI�WKH�ZDU�RQ�
WKHLU�RYHUVHDV�FRORQLHV��7KDW�ZLOO�EH�DQ�RSSRVLWH�FDVH�
LQ�D�IRUPHU�FRORQ\��
� ,QGRQHVLD�ZDV�FRORQL]HG�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�����\HDUV��
&RORQLDOLVP�QHDUO\� WRRN�DOO�RI�ZKDW� WKH�FRORQL]HG�
SHRSOH�KDYH��DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFW��WKH�+RQJLWRFKWHQ��
WKH�&XOWXUVWHOVHO��PDQ\�PLQLQJ�SURGXFWV��DQG�ZRUN-
HUV��5RGL��-XJXQ�,DQIX��OLEHUW\�DQG�HYHQ�WKHLU�GLJQLW\��
$OO�WKRVH�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�FRORQL]HG�SHRSOH�SK\VLFDOO\�
DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDOO\�EHLQJ�KXUW��7KH\�KDYH�IHOW�VXFK�
D�JUHDW�DQJXLVK�DQG�D�FRORQLDO�EXLOGLQJ��LI�PLVXVHG��
FDQ� EULQJ� EDFN� WKH� IHHO� RI� DQJXLVK� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW�
WLPH��
� $�FRORQLDO�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�WKH�VHWWLQJ�DQG�WKH�SODFH�
ZKHUH�DEXVH�� WRUWXUH�DQG�DUURJDQFH�RI�FRORQLDOLVP�
RFFXUUHG��$�FRORQLDO�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�FRQVFLRXVO\�DQG�
LQWHQWLRQDOO\� GHVLJQHG� WR� VKRZ� WKH� VXSHULRULW\� RI�
WKH�FRORQLDOV� WR� WKH�FRORQL]HG�SHRSOH��$W� WKH� WLPH�
ZKHQ�DQ�LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH�KDG�WR�FRPH�WR�D�FRORQLDO�
EXLOGLQJ��WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�D�VHUYDQW��HYHQ�
DQ�DFFXVHG��6R�WKH\�KDG�WR�FRPH�LQ�D�YHU\�FDUHIXO��
µSROLWH¶�DQG�PD\EH�LQ�D�IULJKWHQHG�ZD\��7KLV�KDG�WR�
EH�WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG�DQG�WKHUH�KDG�WR�EH�µ1R�4XHV-
WLRQ¶�WR�WKLV�µ8QZULWWHQ�ODZ¶��7KLV�µ8QZULWWHQ�ODZ¶�
KDG�PDGH�D�YHU\�GHHS�WUDFH�RU�HYHQ�VFDU�LQWR�WKH�IHHO-
LQJ�RI�LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH��7KH�FRORQLDO�EXLOGLQJ�WKDQ�
EHFDPH�D�QLJKWPDUH� IRU�QHDUO\�DOO�RI� WKH�RUGLQDU\�
LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH�XQWLO�WKH�)UHHGRP�GD\�FDPH�DQG�D�
QHZ�KRSH�DULVH��
� $IWHU� ,QGRQHVLD¶V� ,QGHSHQGHQFH�'D\�RQ�$XJXVW�
��WK��������DOO�WKH�FRORQLDO�EXLOGLQJV�ZHUH�WKHQ�RFFX-
SLHG�E\� WKH� ,QGRQHVLDQ�5HSXEOLF�*RYHUQPHQW�DQG�
WKH�PLOLWDU\�KDG�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�PDQDJH�
WKHP��7KH�PLOLWDU\�EXLOGLQJV�DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�PLOLWDU\�
SURSHUWLHV�ZHUH�PDQDJHG�LQ�D�PLOLWDU\�ZD\��7KLV�PLO-
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LWDU\�PDQDJHPHQW�UHDFKHG�WKH�VWULFWHVW�KROGLQJ�RI�WKH�
FRORQLDO�EXLOGLQJV�DIWHU�WKH�QHZ�UHJLPH��D�PLOLWDU\�
UHJLPH�� WRRN�RYHU� WKH� UXOH�RI� WKH�SROLWLFV� LQ�������
7KH�FRORQLDO�EXLOGLQJV�WKHQ�KDG�EHFRPH�PRUH�DQG�
PRUH�DOLHQDWHG�IURP�RUGLQDU\�SHRSOH��$V�RWKHU�PLOL-
WDU\�EXLOGLQJV��WKH�FRORQLDO�EXLOGLQJV�ZHUH�JXDUGHG�
ZLWK�VWDQGE\�JXQV��DQG�WDNLQJ�SKRWRV�RI�WKHP�ZDV�
SURKLELWHG��1R�RQH�KDG�WKH�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�HYHQ�ORRN�
DW�WKH�EXLOGLQJV��$QG�VR��WKH�&RORQLDO�EXLOGLQJV�KDG�
DJDLQ�EHFRPH�D�QLJKWPDUH�IRU�QHDUO\�DOO�RI�WKH�RUGL-
QDU\�SHRSOH�IRU�DERXW����\HDUV����)LJ����
� 7KH� QH[W� SUREOHP�ZDV� WKH� ³Divide et impera´�
FRORQLDO� SROLWLFDO� VWUDWHJ\� LQ� VHSDUDWLQJ� WKH�PDQ\�
HWKQLFV� LQWR� HDFK� FORVHG�GLVWULFWV�PHUHO\� WR� HDVLO\�
KDYH� FRQWURO� RQ� WKHP�� ,Q� 6HPDUDQJ� HPHUJHG� WKH�
³3HODQGDQ�´�³3HFLQDQ�´�³.DXPDQ�´�3HNRMDQ��.DQ-
MHQJDQ´� �WKH�'XWFK�� WKH�&KLQHVH�� WKH� ,QGRQHVLDQV��
WKH�.RMDV��GLVWULFWV��6HPDUDQJ�ROG�FLW\�DV�DQ�DUWLIDFW�
RI�WKH�FRORQLDO�VHJUHJDWHG�VRFLDO�SROLF\�KDYH�WR�EH�
FDUHIXO�DQG�WR�KDYH�D�VSHFL¿F�WUHDWPHQW�WR�RYHUFRPH�
WKH�ROG�WUDXPDWLF�SKHQRPHQD�

Unity in diversity in harmony
8QWLO�QRZ�WKH�³Divide et impera´�SROLF\�LV�VWLOO�DOLYH�
WKHUH�DOWKRXJK�QRW�VR�VHJUHJDWHG�DV�WKH�FRORQLDO�HUD��
7KH�LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH¶V�GHVFHQGDQW�VWLOO�OLYH�WKHUH�DV�

WKH�UHVLGHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�WUDGLWLRQDO�FXVWRPV��)URP�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQ�DERYH��ZH�KDYH�NQRZQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
WKH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�VWUDWHJ\�LQ�6HPDUDQJ�DV�D�FLW\� LQ�
DQ�H[�FRORQL]HG�FRXQWU\��DERXW�WKH�KROLVWLF�PXOWL�HWK-
QLFV¶�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�6HPDUDQJ�ROG�FLW\��'HSDUWXUH�
IURP�WKLV�SRLQW��WKH�³6HPDUDQJ¶V�FLW\�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�LQ�
WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WRXULVP�DQG�FXOWXUH�VKRXOG�EH�LPSOH-
PHQWHG�ZLWK� WKH�PXOWL�HWKQLF� VSLULW� DQG�QXDQFH� LQ�
KROLVWLF�ZD\�DQG�QRW�WR�OHDYH�DQ\�SDUW�RI�WKH�2OG�FLW\�
EHKLQG��7KH�³.RWD�ODPD´�VHFWRU�DQG�WKH�³6HPDZLV´�
FDQ�EH�WKH�ORFRPRWLYH�WR�GUDZ�RXW�DOO�RWKHU�VHFWRUV�WR�
JR�IRUZDUG�WRJHWKHU�WR�EH�D�JUHDW�GLVWULFW�RI�KROLVWLF�
PXOWL�HWKQLFV�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DUHD����)LJ����
� 7KH�.DQMHQJDQ�GLVWULFW��� 3DVDU�'MRKDU� DQG�GLV-
WULFW�RI�.DXPDQ�0RVTXH���'LE\D�3XUL�+RWHO���FDQ-
QRW�EH� VHSDUDWHG�DQG� LW� LV� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� WKH�2OG�
&LW\²/LWWOH�1HGHUODQG²ZLWK�LWV�P%HURN�%ULGJH���
7DZDQJ�6WDWLRQ�DQG�LWV�3ROGHU��.DPSRHQJ�0HOD\X�
5HJLRQ� DQG� WKH� &KLQDWRZQ�� nota—bene� SRVVLEOH�
LQ�D�PDWWHU�RI�GLVWDQFH��7KH�PXOWL�HWKQLF�VSLULW�DQG�
QXDQFH�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�WKH�UXOHV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�GHYHO-
RSPHQW�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�UHJLRQ��FUHDWLQJ�DQ�LQWHJUDWHG�
2OG� &LW\� RI� 6HPDUDQJ� 7RXULVP� 'LVWULFW�� YDULRXV�
VSHFL¿F� ULWXDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DV�DQ�RULJLQDO�6HPDUDQJ¶V�
FXOWXUH�DQG�WUDGLWLRQ�FDQ�EH�FRQVHUYHG��QJXUL±XUL���
'XJ²'HUDQ�IHVWLYDO�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�5DPDGKDQ��
:DUDN�1JHQGRJ���%DURQJVD\�5LWXDO�GDQFHV��SDUDGH�

Fig. 1  The Lawang sewu (Thousand doors) building, Kota 
lama (Semarang Old town)

Fig 2.  Map of Kotalama area and the Old heritage area in 
Semarang
Notes: 1. Lawang Sewu, 2. Djohar market, 3. Semawis 
Nightmarket, 4. Kampong Melayu, 5. Blenduk church

1

2
4 5

3



49

Diversity in Harmony Multi-ethnic Architectural Conservation in an ex Colonized country—Semarang, Indonesia case

RI�PDQ\�NLQGV�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�IRRG�VWDOOV�6HPDZLV�DUH�
DOUHDG\�ZD\�DKHDG��DV�ZHOO�DV� WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�QHZ�
DJHQGDV�6HPDUDQJDQ���FXOWXUDO�IHVWLYDOV�DQG�DUWV�DQG�
ODVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��SUHSDUDWLRQ�DQG�GHVLJQ�RI�6HPD-
UDQJDQ�KRPH�VWD\�WR�SURYLGH�D�³6HPDUDQJDQ�OLYH�LQ´�
WR�JLYH�D�FKDQFH�WR�HQMR\�WKH�6HPDUDQJ�DWPRVSKHUH�
LQ�D�KROLVWLF�ZD\��,QVWHDG�RI�HFRQRPLF�SXUSRVHV��DOO�
RI�WKH�DJHQGDV�DOVR�LQ�RUGHU�WR�WXUQ�RQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�
6HPDUDQJ¶V�FXOWXUH��7KH�HIIRUW�LV�GHVLJQHG�LQ�RUGHU�
WR� QHJDWH� WKH� SHMRUDWLYH� EUDQG� RI� 6HPDUDQJ�� DV� D�
QRQ�IHUWLOH�WRZQ�IRU�FXOWLYDWLQJ�DUW�DQG�FXOWXUH��,W�LV�
WKH�FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI�6HPDUDQJ¶V�DFWXDOL]DWLRQ� WR�DOO�
WKH�UHVLGHQWV¶�GLJQLW\�WR�EH�D�PXOWL�GLPHQVLRQ�SURV-
SHURXV�SHRSOH���)LJ����

� 7KH�KHULWDJH�ZLWK�PXOWL�HWKQLFV�GLVWULFW�EHFRPHV�D�
PRQXPHQW�RI�XQLW\�ZLWK�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�KDUPRQ\��RYHU�
WKH�6HPDUDQJ¶V�FLWL]HQ�DQG�QHHG�WR�EH�FRQVHUYHG�IRU�
WKH�VDNH�RI�KLVWRU\�DQG�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�PXWXDO�EHQ-
H¿W�IRU�WKH�6HPDUDQJ¶V�FLWL]HQ�WKLV�WLPH�EHLQJ��)RU�
H[DPSOH��WKH�6HPDUDQJ�FLW\�ZLWK�WKH�PXOWL�HWKQLFV�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DUHD�FDQ�EH�D�IDYRULWH�WRXULVP�GHVWLQD-
WLRQ�ZLWK�PXOWL�HWKQLF�DWWUDFWLRQV��FXOLQDU\��FXOWXUH��
DUFKLWHFWXUH� DQG� HYHU\GD\�OLIH� DWPRVSKHUH��ZKLFK�
FDQ�JHQHUDWH�DQG� LPSURYH�DOO�HYHU\�DVSHFWV�RI� WKH�
OLIH�RI�WKH�FLW\��'HSDUW�IURP�WKLV�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��ZH�
FDQ�¿UPO\�DQG�VWURQJO\�SURSRVH�DQG�FDPSDLJQ�WKLV�
³0XOWL�(WKQLFV�6HPDUDQJ¶V�FLW\�FRQVHUYDWLRQ´�DV�D�
SXEOLF�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�PRYHPHQW���)LJ�������

Fig 3.  the Minaret 
(tower) of Layur 
mosque, Kampung 
Melayu

Fig. 4  Pasar (market) Djohar as designed by olden Dutch 
architect, Herman Thomas Karsten

Fig. 5  The Kampong Bustaman everyday life



50

Conclusion :
$UFKLWHFWXUDO�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�LQ�D�IRUPHUO\�FRORQL]HG�
FRXQWU\� IDFHV�FKDOOHQJHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�GHFOLQH�RI�
WKH�KHULWDJH�DUHD�ZLWK�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�
WKH�KHULWDJH�EXLOGLQJV�DUH�WKUHDWHQHG�E\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
FROODSVH��7KH�QH[W�SUREOHP�LV�WKH�KHULWDJH�EXLOGLQJ�
WKDW�OLHV�RQ�D�SURVSHFWLYH�DUHD�ZKHUH�HFRQRPLF�UXQV�
KLJK��7KLV�OHDGV�WR�D�WKUHDW�RQ�VRPH�KHULWDJH�EXLOG-
LQJV�UHPDLQLQJ�WKHUH��7R�DYRLG�WKH�ODZ�RI�FRQVHUYD-
WLRQ�� VRPH�RZQHUV�RI�KHULWDJH�EXLOGLQJV� FDUU\�RXW�
³,QWHQWLRQDOO\�GHFD\LQJ�VWUDWHJ\´�WR�PDNH�WKHLU�RZQ�
KHULWDJH�EXLOGLQJ�FROODSVH��
� 6HPDUDQJ�JUHZ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�FRORQLDO�SDUDGLJP��
FDOOHG�“Divide et impera.´�7KH�FLW\�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�
VHYHUDO�]RQHV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�RI�WKH�HWKQLF-
LW\��7KH�KHULWDJH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�PRYHPHQW�KDV�DULVHQ�
EXW�GRHV�QRW�FRYHU�DOO� WKH�ROG�KHULWDJH�DUHD�RI� WKH�
FLW\��)RU�WKH�VDNH�RI�WKH�ZKROHQHVV�RI�WKH�PLVVLRQ�RI�
WKH�KHULWDJH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��PRUH�DWWHQWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�
GRQH�WR�WKH�RWKHU�DUHD��VXFK�DV�WKH�.DXPDQ��3HNR-
MDQ��$OXQ�DOXQ�DQG�'MRKDU�DV�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�PDUNHW��
7KH�UHFHQW�WUDGLWLRQDO�HYHQWV�E\�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DV�D�
FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�PRYHPHQW�FDQ�EH�D�JRRG�VWDUW�LQ�D�
IUXLWIXO�FDPSDLJQ�WRZDUGV�D�SURVSHURXV�FRPPXQLW\��
DQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�WKDW�HPEUDFH�DOO�FRP-
PXQLWLHV�DQG�FRYHU�DOO�WKH�KHULWDJH�DUHD��GHYHORS�DQ�
DPD]LQJ�KHULWDJH�WRXULVP�WKURXJK�WKH�ROG�FLW\��,W�DOO�
GLVSOD\V�WKH�VSLULW�RI�³8QLW\�LQ�'LYHUVLW\�´�DV�,QGRQH-
VLDQ�IRXQGLQJ�IDWKHUV�SODQQHG�IRU�XV�

Footnotes
��� 6RHVLOR��5XG\DQWR��0XOWL�(WKQLFV�6HPDUDQJ¶V�FLW\�FRQVHUYD-

WLRQ�

��� 6RHVLOR�5XG\DQWR�� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6HPLQDU�RQ�(QYLURQPHQW�	�
8UEDQ�0DQDJHPHQW��30/3�8QLND�VRHJLMDSUDQDWD��6HPDUDQJ��
�����

��� 6RHVLOR�5XG\DQWR��³,QWHQWLRQDOO\�'HFD\LQJ�6WUDWHJ\��D�WKUHDW�WR�
DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KHULWDJH��6HPDUDQJ�FDVH�

��� 6RHVLOR�5XG\DQWR��$UFKLWHFWXUDO�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�RQ�DQ�H[�&ROR-
QL]HG�&RXQWU\��WKH�6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD�FDVH�

��� $UFKLWHFWXUDO�&RQVHUYDWLRQ� LQ�DQ�H[�&RORQL]HG�&RXQWU\� OLNH�
,QGRQHVLD��KDYH�KDG�WKH�)LUVW�UXOH��WKDW�LW�PXVW�JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�
WKH� FRPLQJ� XVH� RI� WKH� IRUPHU� FRORQLDO� EXLOGLQJ�ZLOO� QHYHU�
DZDNHQHG�WKH�WUDXPD�DQG�WKH�QLJKWPDUH�WR�WKH�SHRSOH²QRZ²
LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW� WLPH�� �$OWUXLVP� SDUDGLJP� LQ� &RQVHUYDWLRQ���
6RHVLOR�5XG\DQWR�� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6HPLQDU�RQ�(QYLURQPHQW�	�
8UEDQ�0DQDJHPHQW��30/3�8QLND�VRHJLMDSUDQDWD��6HPDUDQJ��
����

��� 6RHVLOR��5XG\DQWR��0XOWL�(WKQLFV�6HPDUDQJ¶V�FLW\�FRQVHUYD-
WLRQ

��� .DQMHQJDQ�GLVWULFW�ZDV�GHPROLVKHG�DQG�WXUQHG�LQWR�D�VKRSSLQJ�
FHQWHU�DERXW����\HDUV�DJR�DQG�JUHDW�HIIRUWV�DUH�QHHGHG�WR�UHWXUQ�
WKLV�GLVWULFW�WR�D�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DUHD

��� 'LE\D�3XUL�+RWHO�� QRZ� LV� XQGHU� WKH� WKUHDW� RI� ³,QWHQWLRQDOO\�
GHFD\LQJ�VWUDWHJ\�´��6RHVLOR�5XG\DQWR��³,QWHQWLRQDOO\�'HFD\-
LQJ�6WUDWHJ\��D�WKUHDW�WR�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KHULWDJH��6HPDUDQJ�FDVH��
3UHVHQWHG�IRU�7KH�WKLUG�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�(QYLURQ-
PHQW�DQG�8UEDQ�0DQDJHPHQW��³&LW\�PDUNHWLQJ��+HULWDJH�DQG�
,GHQWLW\�´� ��UG±��WK�$XJXVW� ������ 6RHJLMDSUDQDWD� &DWKROLF�
8QLYHUVLW\��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD��

��� 7KH�.DPSRHQJ�%XVWDPDQ�IHVWLYDO��FDQ�EH�D�SURWRW\SH�RI�WUDGL-
WLRQDO�6HPDUDQJDQ�IHVWLYDO
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