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Spread of Cholera and the responses of Joseon and Japan
in 1879
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more than 100 patients in June. It also spread out to Busan, with the number of patients reaching up to

@ Cholera broke out both in Joseon and Japan in the summer of 1879. In the area of Tsushima, there were

150 by mid-August. After the breakout and spread of cholera, many people living in all around Joseon

died. Because of increasing patients, the Japanese established a quarantine station and an isolation hospital for
Japanese people living in their settlement. Yoshimoto Hanabusa, a charge d'affaires, met high-ranking official of
Joseon frequently, and delivered a prevention rule of cholera to prevent the further spread of the disease. Since
opening ports, governments of Joseon and Japan took sensitive actions against the breakout of such an epidemic,
and tried to make coordination schemes to protect people from the disease. In this paper, | will analyze the case of
1879, focusing on the response of Joseon and Japan from two perspectives: ways to prevent the spread of cholera

jointly, and differences in recognition of ‘sanitation’ between the two nations.

cholera, quarantine, epidemic, sanitation
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