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The language contact between Chinese and Manchurian at
Manchurian Jin Ping Mei in the beginning of Qing dynasty
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Manchurian Jin Ping Mei, which is translated from the Chinese vernacular novel Jin Ping Mei in Ming

dynasty, resulted from the language contact between Chinese and Manchurian. This translation was
published in 1708, the Emperor Kang Xi's era. There are mainly three mysteries in Manchurian Jin Ping Mei. First, who
translated? Second, which text in Chinese did the translator base on? Third, we often could find Chinese characters
between the lines, what is the purpose of them? This study analyzes the second and third mysteries. Teruhiro
Hayata (1998) discovered basic text should be one of the books which were published in 1638-1644. We are going
to compare the translation with these books. About the Chinese characters between the lines, some of researchers
note that Chinese characters often appear next to person’s name, place-name, and the names of government post
and express signification of these nouns. And they mention that the purpose of these Chinese characters is to let
Manchurians understand unfamiliar things from Chinese culture. The explanation is not satisfactory. Because most
of all Manchurians didn't understand Chinese in the Emperor Kang Xi's era, a lot of Chinese novels were translated
to Manchurian. The readers shouldnt understand what the Chinese characters explain. There may be a system that
readers could study the Chinese culture and language by reading this translation.

@ China had contacted with a lot of different cultures which were brought by the changes of dynasties.

translation, original text, Chinese characters between the lines
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