SGRAL#F—bh No. 113

No_1 1 3 ISSN 1346-0382

B 75MHSGRA 73 —3L,
5 45 mEENLEEFERREI F—

WY 7 IR I DX}k

E3 2 2 A5 Hinfk - a2 = 7 R (LLABS) 0w 2R %

/Engllsh "’"’75th SGRII Forum7 45th Sustainable Shared Growth Seminar
Edltlon e
| Bast Asia | Citizens’ Dialogue

ity o?\LocaI to-Local Across Border

Sekiguchi Global Research Association
ATSUMI INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION




English Edition p.59

E75E8 SGRAZ7#—7L
55 45 DEENLERAREMREIF—

W7 Y7 Mk DX RE
FEI3G %8 2 2 30 L iE A -
Mk 2 X 2 =5 1 i g5 REAR (LLABS) On[REYE %85

BA7+—5 2085

WELARC W ZIE, TR V71 3 w7 Y7 (BAR, hE #E)
EHMT V7 (ASEAN MEE) OB Sa SRS, [ZHEo RO
Al FEHIOHBE D VZS [HTVT7#HE] L) ASEAN+3 DLV 3
VERLEELTWS, KTV TIRIIOY Y g VICHTTRE Rt % %iF 7
A5, WAETEDSE b BRI DY Y 3 LT 7 s o Ak 2 dE g &
FTNBEIEHHETE LV,

E3E %282 A BiRA - il o 3 2 =5 ¢ #EEREA (Local-to-Local
Across Border Schemes, 2L F LLABS) (&, {BEEEAHMFELDZ a—
INIVAEGES (SGRA) &7 4 ) ¥V R&a 2= g A8 (UPLB) #E B
S (CPAf) 98 FEEFRaIR L - arye LT 7JFqF v
FC ~F ML FET L [tk I+ —] 2@ TE
FN7, UPLBF—2Ad, 74 ) ¥V NBEORGBUGET 773 — L)
HIEE D702 LLABSHE 70> = 7 b &t L 72,

KT F—=F ATl BENRKETT NV - a3 2= —2 g VL
SGRA DI IIck o Ty HEREICT 4V E Y THEFEINTE 7 LLABS
RRZOWT, JLIRT V7 OWfgeE & —#iiam L. T OFEB O RN
DWTIRLZ EERHIE L7,

KL I A4 oA 7Yy FIERTHMEL, o7 1) ¥R
F =T 2NV T4 BHMUTEL G Y T4 BB E -T2

gvins

[N
w

ARTORERT



SGRA & &

BT 7 a — N )UifgE4 (Sekiguchi Global Research Association/
SGRA) . K ZXMEkH R (Global Citizen) DFEIHIZHEKT 5 2
&% HEEIZ 2000 4EICRR. SN E L7z, BEREPEASHM OB EHL,
BB SCRIX (B ] ISR A F 97, SGRA 13 HARD KA=FE Tt
FORUGE B L TR 24T\, BEEAA L LCTITB T L 724}
FAB L OHARANOIZEE A H L E 2 ) BIROBEI . HIA15)
T2ODORERIRE L, 74+ — T AR VAR — MNEL MU THEITHRE
LTWEd, BRIAWIFZEHIE 2 Wi U 72 ERBR >0 2B 2 16 B 23
HT, ZEBEOMEBVILNZAEE Ay b -7 2#EL. £
M%7 — % 2 HWTHMT - EEEZITVE T,

SGRA»D B IXA

SGRA 7+ —F L %0 BHISEE, HRZHA S D SGRA ZHD
Iyt %, HEARERICESFA—VTEELTWEYT, SGRA
PhOIEAL. ERZICHER TGV 22T T B a e
DFE, F—2R=TI )L HHEHFTE T T,

http://www.aisf.or.jp/sgra/entry/registration_form/



%756 SGRA 71 —5L/

IkE

i

¥ ™

ExiN
HE

fit
fit

EOH

SRR

[ & R4E]

[ i ]

(R3]

[t 2

[t 3

55 45 RN LEHBFYREEIF—

W7 V7 Ml IO Xt GE

[l 2 81 2 Zoﬂﬂﬁﬁ/ﬁﬁi

MR I 2 =5 4 #ifE A (LLABS) OnJREYE %R

202544 4 12H (£) 14:00~17 : 00
BEEMRSE Bi16 5 v~ /S ZRIHEE (9 6H)
JS302 5 EB LA T4 »

HAGE - Jeih ([FIREEER)

557510 SGRA 7 # — 71\9%17 ZH=®

R 7 a — N uilfgess (SGRA).
1‘2‘2%%7(?713*—/\“)1/ a2 —3 g YRR,
TANVE Y RFEFA =T VLN —=V T4

TVIT  TAT T (7rerFaT)

Zs B etk

I35 % 8 2. % 7 Hia s -
IR I 2 =7 1R (LLABS) OBEZ L%

TINWVTAFVR C. ¥ (74 v REF—TF V== 514)

ASEAN+3 &B7ZA, LLABS OrJgetE
I =T
—REDIFA T I NVERBR (bl - AL —BR) [T 36—

14

TIEHEH — (abh k)

ASEAN+3 £HE, LLABS Omlfett
HAL T ¥ 7 HuRIC 3503 2 BB B S 1 )
B KO B R T Bt A —rp 2 i —

7 ST (Hdb kARSI (INAF))

ASEAN+3 £, LLABS Okt
RS L ¥ — AJERAC 3503 2 i B M 5 BORF O HRD LA
—HE I B R R e P e LT—

26

B JEIE (v oL KR AR




8 75 @ SGRA 7#—35 .4 ¥ 45 EFHNLAEURE LS 7 — EVSNE TN

(5 4]

(R DEH]

z GlIERED!
s
B
=

[aHsic2C)

[ &#:38]

ASEAN+3 Bz, LLABS Oget:
BUARY R 2B H5RBE
Wi 7 V7 [IEBOF ] DMV X 31

RS GRS RS

T4V VHROEN—LLABS 74 v OB ti— 35
Tary V. T/ (719t —F 2o N—T 5 1)

A VAV THEROBER—LLABS AV FA Y TORE— 33
X TT 7V A FIVA (EL4K)

ZATHROER—LLABS E ¥ L 08— 40
EMF - T AITIF (RERHAS)

wera: VLYY TAT T (7rerFaT)
#  f7 TNV TAFUR CoFN (74 vkt —F v n—3 5 1)
%5 % (RS

B JEIE (v kesE R AR

R IR ML GRS S LR SE )

TEREE — (hesephkap)

A ST GRe ik MR ZE T (INAF))

Tary V. &I/ (74 REF—T v 2ZN—V T 1)

VX7 T 7V A FIVA (EL4ERS)

ELF - FTAITEF RARHAS) 43
S ¥ (bR k42 800) 49
SVEET (B ERSAT M ) 52

BHEHWE 53
HENXIIMAT
— 72V TAF U C.IFD (74V v kEEF—T 22— 54) 55

XTI - EHIIAR T + — F AR L D

© 2025 SGRA



REKRE

© 2025 SGRA

]

N

2L

[eSFH>

HEE, RHIZERE 7+ —F 4 [R7 I 7HIBTTROMNE | 1232728
D, FICH VL) TEFE T, BHITBBLL S SFSFITMA, 1A%
Mo, FFZT7 4V EY RO T4V TIBMLEZE 5 T0HHESFIT, L LD I&
HEBL RTFET,

RT 5 —F D&, BERREZT =NV - a3 2= =23 VEROBIN
FELVI) ST REEICHEINTE Y, ZoRSITIBEE 2RI L TTHRER
LEFAZEEFE, RRICEDFEFLTRELENTHY, FKOEYTITSE
¥o

AKHIE A7+ —=F20FEESESHED L ZHIZOWT, BROBWERRS
BTNV EFET,

BT, EMRFZOBBRLEHEE), COT+—F2OBBLERLILKL
TV EWVH) HTITENET,

BEMRRFZORZROBFER T, S 052 & 104FERDO19214E5H, FVU A
MBI TH o 72 KL = (Shimizu Yasuzo) H&hli2s, HE - LHIZBW
T, BAWICHE LA R B ICHEBEORE 2RI XRE L2 [SHSHE (Sate
Gakuen in Japanese, %% H %4, Chongzhen Xuexiao in Chinese)] (2H» 0 ¥
Fo HARAAIL, EFERRE, UboENEBZ 7228 L, 1930 ~ 19404
ROWIFTIZH-> T, FEIAN, WIEAN. HRANDOLFFEDSIT 5 % MR
LE L7z, 22 REOVE2 6, MEBHEE RO HEZETE ) &v)
BMWESRH D F L7,

19454F, HARDOMIHIZ MW, ZEPERIZPEBUFIC L o THIS I, R7%
BELTHI bRz lhdbl L) F L, BRI EZ REER S
NE LD, BEDIMESH, HEHIZFHALT AN - AR Y - Ly
¥ (Oberlin College, Ohio, USA) O G— ARV 2 v ¥ — %2 B2 72 H8F
DPE—ITRL B L 2T, TOMMESEHFHEOEY P—Th 5 [FMF
A (Learn and Serve) | #Ffk A 725 Ty HARISKIEM KRS (J. F. Oberlin
University) Z8l&w7zL % L7,

Pk, BeEMRAE, BEZE U CEBER LR Z R . [ A& AL DX
FEMTLIFOZHMELTE VY T Lz, G T EBERIARE 2RI
HoTdD, HAR, hE, #EE, KEZLREDORME LNV TORREER 2280 & 15 iFfE
HABRQTELLWV) HIZBWT, A bIIARFEOBERICHEY ZHRH->TBY £
S

|viDs

o

=z
—
w

1MOd7Y |



|viDs

o

=z
—
w

1MOd 7Y |

8 75 @ SGRA 7#—5 .4 % 45 EFHNLAEURE LS 7 — VSRS TN

KL d, BICHEBRHEREZEG TS THLOALLT. ANEANEFHE
VB A EEIC R, SRR E L THRICEREL T Bl ThL L, b
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Tl LLABSOBERIZOWTEFE L E T, TTAOMIEE FiRICKE 2 gE
BHZIHEENOBOT L & D0 I The East Asian Miracle Report ([H
TV T OFW]) T 19934 ICHFERIT S BT I N2 D DT, T VEARERH
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Mk A1, #A (integration) & [A’EMt (homogenization) @ M 5|28
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EFE9, FHEE MESE;LMOIEEIZH) LTI LE2RERLET,
SHEALIZ. L2 Lad s, HaibedoRE L (heterogenization) D J5IAIZIH]
PNET, DEDDED L BADRL - AR EZ R T 5 &, R
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DBORZRE LFERMT 572012 X W RELHIGHEZFO2H5TY, TI2H, —
ez E, Ml & o ABmiciliz 20 TY,

L LRIE. 2% ED 2005 H U, Hiigda & oD >0
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DY) e MERRFZE (empowerment) T, EAHRT X H54, HELEZIIZ T
LEvEd, E29T X258 ERENRZEGESHELXELDLIENETH
HLLBAETLE Yo TIDH, EROMBEREOESWILEY TRITUIZRD
FHA, ENPEITEIUL, WG EHHHHELE VD ZODINTHIEN
BAEFENDLTLE I,

E2D5M1FH 4 OBERITY . ENENDOTIHHERET 5 DITAT K 70 Ikl
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N N ARVl el S A= s S
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o TNDSROBETH S 7 4 ) ¥ OB HMEALDRA DI S A B
D LBRERNZEFE 3, Mo HE. KEZENOMoOMIgE 57 E&9 2 &

BRT 0T, A0 - w2507 TCREVHIOEEOHEE) HT o
T, TIHRAE, MFTHLIEIEAREEDO VD ESDORBELEEZE R TT,

RS, EBS I BV Tid, HARDOERBEWE G AR RFEIIoEN T
HHERRTIENTELTLL Y. TIUE, HAOBHFHFEREY (ODA) 12
BT 5 HB% )P4 (Self-Effort Philosophy) (ZENTWE . HARDERE
D[54 LVYDNA] IZbENRTWET, LERERIE. W7 ¥ TiiE O A
ZHiE S MEITIERESY 4 3 v 7 2 (Flying Geese Dynamics) (2dFENLTW
T35, WERPH L LT3 o0 L TEENHE] [ 4 vy ] THfTZE
FA4FIv 7 A1 1E, §XTHFYTVFIVTT, HRIZX > T2 LEN2b D
T, REENLPHEATHE T,

4. HbIAL & 5 HAED R 5ERY T D B S:fF

Mgt & & M5 S HEDMUBI Tl CHISEMN TH 5 & 9 B2 D52 JTH
FLrY. &9 LT, BB AR S FEBMICD ZNIFEERELZOTL &
I Mo BERAVRL TV A OIE, Ml EE I Il R I A 2 g, BEE AT
TLEI L W) ZETY, BYARERNIE LREGE T, (R 5135 2 REH
vz eEzTnET.)
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TIEEIRGER L IMZ 5 720h ? 2L, BURICOWTOZ o0z ) (G
FEEHERIEFH) LRFIOVWTOZOOE 2 F (Patmi#es & i)
DM CHE2EHE & 7 EBH 4T L7,

L) EDORTOFFNL, REGHPHARIZWZE XIZYTVE A4 LA TREBL
THRIZHT 2Ny ¥ v 7T Lz BIRKGHE, R R4 TOERE
FHOW VA% 072D TT . HADEART L, WHBOMA L ERD 7,

TOORERNHEFL IS, THRAMD X )72 SAOMEEERAM L F L7,
T2, WhHGHEAL, HusRms, Mgt A R ERS g 22 & BEWICHZ L H
I 72, EFEHIAEE 20T,

WIS & G HEDORIEME R b 72 5T o0&, Mgt A2k L., b
FHEAROL=y b2 I 2 =7 4 PEEBESH CEELREEH LY RT L I R
ZODFEBIENFET HDITHIETT .

1 OFFNL. EAT5%HREY 5 2 5N TuARnoll, Huk s ERo -
THMFANI A SN TV RIRETT, SZTOHEFII ¥ v ~v—DF — AT,
W EN2EFKIZ. ASEAN OGBS EYICSINTE T8 A

B2 OFBNL. E—FtHE S hTw s (ERICHSRHERDSE- 2 S5hTw
%) 5 EEHIAEA SR T ARVWE ETY, ZoL XERMITEET
Fo O LOOBNE, FHIMIZBITSHEE ASEANTY, L2L, Eb505
BITH, WHEHLT=y bRHIRT I 225 113, Ml AL o B TR 72
BB AL T ZENTEXLTLEI

5. W7 Y7 DLLABS

Z 2T, LLABS (HEHi& 8z 27 HiRAE - i 3 = =7 ¢ #E) (12
JRoTL B2 e TEF L. LLABSIZHE 7 V7 DMK LHICH 5 & Bun
T34, 7IYT7I2i1E, TASEANAY—bFY 54 - 2y b7 —2 (ASEAN Smart
Cities Network) | 20 9, 7V A A, A VXTI 7, b= 7, 74
¥ oo [HASEAN B EMIE (East ASEAN Growth Area : BIMP-EAGA) | #°
HVETAVEELTT, L=V T, YAD [HENIA T 7V (Growth
Triangle) ] &, [V —% —+ x a2y % 71— 3 (GMS, Greater
Mekong Subregion, KX I V#HIK) | BH D T3, SNSEPEHFOLRY P T—
7 C¥H, LLABSOEREIZRD ) 5D T,

INEDERY FT=ZICEENLHMZHATHALE, A VAT ET 1Y)
EUDRBITLTwuET, TRIZEIVH) T ETL & 9D LIS &, FHE
AEOHIA Y NI =2 12BNEED% 2V EVHHAIET D 9,

[+ 20 —] fEED S B, FEIZZ ) L2k y N7 =2 ~OZBJN & TH R
BT RPEETT . HRIZZH) L2tk y M T =7 NOH5IZOWTH ) —ET
R

LALAEDES, £y bT =220 Tid, AbIEEFERLHHLNETL
Vo BIZIZHDNNYFI v 73, ~NT () BEAEEIZET T4y P T —
THN NT RS o HBIZE TOME 722 L 2R L £ Lz, R OMZEH
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80 T3y 7 OIEEICHSEN T L ze N7 DM 51 7 7 0 BB DR R
2721, Fiflaa o 4V AEGE (COVID-19) 257 A VAZASTH ST
DY) BIINT ZBE L THAFRO S F EF 2 K0 H I ESRERZ2 5 T3
i, B0 a— 3 uifiges (SGRA) ORIO A XY T, ZZEHEO X9 %
NTVHAFT 5) Ay b= BHEREREZIRET L5 1 TDRy bT—2
Tk AwZ e, ZLTHAL TR HERIEE S 2nHETIIRKT S, Lk
LEL7

6. HAL 74V OLLABS:
W L <= 7N ADAF

INFTHRRZ LI, EROFFICE > THISH A IRIED v & ) Bl
BHYET, BIE, TOXI) REMTTIELLABS (E8 % B2 72 M & Mg
DHHEERER) DPRR e E 2 KoL ERBLET,

N7 H D UPOU T o TWALZ ETT, YaT7 vy kI /)%EED) —
F—v v 70b e, RbHI3MENEMBEE T OkE L 7 1) €0 UPOU D
K3 5 7 7 FMa A= g A0 Ty A (Maahas) & D TLLABS % 1§
59 LRATVET THRBIFRBUFREEIC L > TRES N2 DT %
v HO72BTBHEWIOLRDBAH) ELTWE D0 II 2 =7 1 T,

NPT ESTNAZKK LY M) v 7 ATT, ZOo0HfOY Y 3 i
ETHPE->TET, HRTRMDO T Y vary - 2y V3R EAH &
Shit, BIFOEARAE Y g YiE, XD FHBEITEE (more sustainable) %233 2=
T A NOBAT (transition) T3 o ZHIFUPOUTHKIHENTWAEEBY, <7
NADEY a ZIZBWTbAFLE%LHOT, Z2IlhlmzlnwiEZEEd,
BHFONT YT ay - 7y yEHEREL TV O/NUEELRT, —F
UPOU i L T 7N ADOFG i REtE 2 Hig B0 ERAHNF L o720
1% Sustainability in Action, Living Laboratory Campus (SIALLC) ##% /23 3
TV kT T L,

5

BEvuns

1MOd7Y |

"



BEvuns

1MOd 7Y |

8 75 @ SGRA 7#—5 .4 % 45 EFHNLAEURE LS 7 — VSRS TN

OO PaE > TR EENH D £, O & D3 HiliEE Ty,
BEEZEFLELTCUPOUDEHSE L7 4 VY OMBERIEZT Y Y T8 v 7
(Alitaptap) <. BHOMBEE X [LXA0RE] T,

HbIAVEODEE L LT, RBZANF—DBERIH Y 3, BEFIZABK
AN F—=FORFEIBMRI T, & ITRERD 52K % K EOE R MO
WHEANTWET, UPOUICH SIALLCA =3 774 7DH & TRHIL X9 2
DHLADH Y FT,

INFETHBEELIEMICMZ T, UPOUIRS. B L~ T NA L ORTH
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75th SGRA Forum/45th Sustainable Shared Growth Seminar

East Asia Citizens’ Dialogue

Exploring the Possibility of Local-to-Local Across
Border Schemes (LLABS)

HPurpose of this forum

Geographically speaking, “East Asia” consists of both Northeast Asia
(Japan, China, and South Korea) and Southeast Asia (ASEAN member
countries), and shares the ASEAN+3 vision of “East Asian integration,”
which can be described as the realization of the principle of “harmony
in diversity.” East Asia has made significant progress toward this vision,
but it cannot be denied that recent events involving China have hindered
regional progress toward this vision.

The Local-to-Local Across Border Schemes (LLABS) initiative was born
through various collaborations between the Sekiguchi Global Research
Association (SGRA) of the Atsumi International Exchange Foundation
and the College of Public Affairs and Development (CPAf) of the Univer-
sity of the Philippines Los Bafios (UPLB), led by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito
through the “Sustainable Shared Growth Seminar” series.

This forum aimed to discuss the LLABS concept, which has tradition-
ally been explored primarily in the Philippines, with researchers from
Northeast Asia, and to explore its feasibility, through the collaboration
between the Global Communication Program at Soka University and
SGRA.

The event was held in a hybrid format, combining an in-person venue
with online participation, and widely recruited online participants

through the co-hosting University of the Philippines Open University.

gvins

[N
w

ARTORERT

59



About SGRA

FT the Sekiguchi Global Research Association (SGRA) was
A founded in 2000 to contribute to society by fostering

global citizens. The association takes its name from the loca-
tion of the Atsumi International Foundation—Sekiguchi, in
the Bunkyo ward of Tokyo. The core of the association consists
of former Atsumi fellows who are international scholars and
have conducted graduate research at Japanese institutions.
Research and thoughts about current issues are disseminated
to the public through forums and reports. SGRA’s vision is to
conduct multidisciplinary and international academic activi-
ties where scholars of all nationalities can mobilize an exten-
sive network and utilize multi-faceted data in their analyses

and inquiries.

SGRA Kawaraban (Essay)

mail newsletter sent every Thursday, including informa-

tion about SGRA events as well as essays by SGRA mem-
bers from around the world. Subscription is free and open to
all. Subscribe at the link below.

https://www.aisf.or.jp/sgra/entry/registration_form/
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OPENING REMARKS

L]. Enmln J. E. Oberlin University

[Original lecture in Japanese, translated by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito]

ear participants, thank you very much for joining us today at the International
D Forum “Dialogue Among Citizens of East Asia.” I would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to all of you who have come to the venue, as well as to those partici-
pating online from around the world, particularly from the Philippines.

This forum is being held in the commemorative year of the 10th anniversary of the
establishment of the College of Global Communication at J. F. Oberlin University. It is
a great honor and pleasure for me to deliver a greeting on behalf of the co-organizers
on this occasion.

Today, I would like to share my thoughts on two points that are closely related to the
theme of this forum.

Firstly, the history and educational philosophy of J. F. Oberlin University deeply
resonates with the purpose of this forum.

The origins of J. F. Oberlin University date back to May 1921, 104 years ago, when
Reverend Yasuzo Shimizu, a Christian missionary, established “Saté Gakuen” (Chong-
zhen School in Chinese) in Beijing, China, to provide educational opportunities for
girls suffering from poverty. Pastor Shimizu aspired towards a coexistence that tran-
scended nationality, ethnicity, and cultural differences, and even during the war years
of the 1930s and 1940s, he maintained a place where Chinese, Korean, and Japanese
female students could study together. There was a strong belief in fostering mutual
understanding and cooperation from a private sector perspective.

In 1945, following Japan’s defeat in World War II, Saté Gakuen was taken over by
the Chinese government and began a new chapter as a public school. Pastor Shimizu
was forced to return to Japan, but in May 1946, he was deeply influenced by the phi-
losophy of Oberlin College in the United States (Oberlin College, Ohio, USA), where
he had studied in his youth. He established J. F. Oberlin University in Japan, inheriting
the spirit of Oberlin College’s philosophy—equality in education transcending race
and gender—and the motto of Stité Gakuen, “Learn and Serve.”

Since then, J. F. Oberlin University has promoted learning that emphasizes “dia-
logue between people” through education that transcends national borders and cul-
tural barriers. We take pride in our history of continuous exchange and trust-building
at the grassroots level between Japan, China, South Korea, the United States, and other

countries, even during the Cold War and other periods of international instability.
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We firmly believe that a university is not merely a place to acquire knowledge
and skills, but also a space where people meet, encounter different values, and grow
together through dialogue. Today’s forum embodies this philosophy, and we sincerely
hope that the dialogue exchanged here will serve as the foundation for new trust and
collaboration.

Next, I would like to emphasize the importance of “cherishing connections.”

We feel that our gathering here today is not a mere coincidence, but the result of
a meaningful “connection.” It is said that former Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone had three words as his motto: “forming ties,” “honoring ties,” and “follow-
ing the flow of ties.” Valuing encounters with people, respecting those connections,
and walking along with the natural flow—this philosophy resonates deeply within my
heart as a foundation supporting my life.

Today’s forum is attended by many individuals with ties to the Atsumi International
Foundation, including moderators, keynote speakers, commentators, participants in
the open discussion, summarizers, and interpreters. We are deeply grateful to every-
one who has gathered here today, regardless of their respective roles, including former
scholarship recipients, board members, and selection committee members. Personally,
28 years ago, I received support as a scholarship recipient of the Atsumi International
Foundation, which provided me with significant assistance during the challenging
period of writing my doctoral thesis. I also had the opportunity to be involved in the
establishment of the Sekiguchi Global Research Association (SGRA), which allowed
me to expand my knowledge and network. Furthermore, serving as a board member
of the foundation for ten years from 2010 to 2020 was a highly meaningful experience
in my academic career.

This forum will feature not only current faculty members of J. F. Oberlin Univer-
sity, but also former faculty members who taught economics and finance in English at
our university, as well as graduates who studied international relations at our univer-
sity and are now active in various parts of Asia, including Naha, Taipei, Wuhan, and
Tokyo. We truly feel that the connections formed in the past have been rekindled over
time and are now leading to a new future.

We deeply value the connections we have with everyone, including the Atsumi
International Foundation, former and current scholarship students, SGRA-related
individuals, and all of you who are participating in this forum today. We would be
overjoyed if you would continue to nurture your connections with J. F. Oberlin Uni-
versity and the Global Communication Studies Program.

We sincerely hope that the discussions held today will lead to new insights and col-
laborative efforts, and that they will serve as a fruitful step toward the future of East
Asia and the world. We look forward to further deepening our exchanges and collabo-
ration with all of you in the future.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Overview and Significance of LLABS

Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito

University of the Philippines Open University (UPOU)

Introduction

Good afternoon, everyone from Tokyo, maybe there’s a good morning or good eve-
ning somewhere. First of all, I'd like to thank the organizers of this event. First Li
Enmin, Dean of ].F. Oberlin University for having us here and Atsumi International
Foundation, Executive Managing Director Junko Imanishi, and last but not the least,
University of the Philippines Open University (UPOU) with our Chancellor here pres-
ent with us today.

The title of my talk is the concept and significance of local-to-local across border
schemes, or what we call LLABS.

First, I'd like to give you a background focusing on two dynamic forces, which I
think are acting upon East Asia right now. These forces are regional integration and
local decentralization. Now the question that these raise: are these forces substitutive
or complementary?

And the third topic would be, if regional integration fails, what can we do? A pos-
sible solution that we’re suggesting here is precisely the formation of local-to-local
across border schemes, or LLABS.

Lastly, I will briefly talk about a case study of a LLABS, which is Fujino in Japan,
and Maahas in the Philippines, where UPOU is located.

My references are previous, sustainable, shared growth seminars. The first one is
seminar number 37 held last year about this time. And the second one is seminar 41

which was held in hybrid form in UPOU and zoom, just this last year also.

1. The East Asian Miracle Report and shared growth

So let me talk about the background regarding LLABS. I start with a report which had
a lot of impact in my research and advocacy. This is The East Asian Miracle Report. It’s
quite dated, but still, I think relevant, and was published in 1993 by the World Bank.
This report coined the term which we use in our seminar title, “shared growth,” to

describe the performance of a group of East Asian economies (Japan, South Korea,
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Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia) during the period of
three decades, from the 1960s to 1990s.

Shared growth refers to rapid growth accompanied by improvements of distribu-
tion of income. In other words, it is a type of development that achieves efficiency and
equity, meaning a good distribution of income.

The EAM, or the East Asian Miracle report, is noteworthy for the following reasons,
asit had a lot of impact on me. It precedes by a few decades the interest that we see now
in equitable development. Second, it captures an essential principle of Asian dynam-
ics, which is shared growth. I think that’s where you find a miracle. It’s really hard to
find this kind of growth, where efficiency and equity are simultaneously achieved.

The report misses, however, at least two forces in Asian dynamics that have come
to the fore even as the report was being published. What are these two forces? One is
regional integration, and an example close to our experience is ASEAN Plus Three.
The three refers to China, Republic of Korea and Japan.

The World Bank also published another report, East Asia Decentralizes: Making
Local Government Work, in 2005 coming after the East Asian Miracle Report where it
observed this phenomenon.

The report categorized the East Asian countries into three in terms of their decen-
tralization. The first one is fast starters. That’s the Philippines and another archipelago,
which is Indonesia. The second category of that report in terms of decentralization is
China and Vietnam, and then the third one is cautious mover. This is the slowest mov-
ers in terms of decentralization, Cambodia and Thailand. They’re both monarchies. So

maybe that has something to do with that.

2. Integration and Decentralization: Substitutive or
Complementary?

The question then that this raises, are these forces, regional integration and local
decentralization, complementary, or substitutes? At first glance, regional integration
and local decentralization look like substitutes. If you focus too much on regional
integration, then decentralization suffers, and vice versa.

Regional integration is moving towards integration and homogenization. Homog-
enization means member countries come to follow a common standard. Decen-
tralization, however, is moving towards the opposite direction of integration and
heterogenization. Disintegration occurs when a nation begins to form many distinct
sub-national communities. Heterogenization follows because sub-national communi-
ties now have greater autonomy to decide and implement their own policies. At first
glance, regional integration and local decentralization look like substitutes.

But I would like to propose that there are at least two conditions that, if satisfied,
render these two forces to act as complements. One condition is the proper empower-
ment of the state so that it is neither too strong nor too weak. If the state is too strong,
it suppresses decentralization. If the state is too weak, it finds it very difficult to seal
agreements in the international arena. It just has to be right in terms of empowerment

of the state. If that happens, then you can have a complementary relationship between
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these two forces.
The second condition is common principles, which means that you are sharing
common principles that are critical to the functioning of each force. One such com-

mon principle can be found, I think, in the concept precisely of shared growth.

3. Shared Growth in Japanese International Engagements

What I'm going to do now is to show you very briefly that the idea of shared growth is
found in the international engagements of Japan, the country where I learned about
shared growth in the first place, and that, to a certain extent, is also found in my coun-
try, the Philippines, in her attempt to decentralize. Decentralization means you are
sharing the growth to the rest of the country, so you are creating other growth poles,
not just Metro Manila, not just Cebu. Hence, I think that decentralization is a mani-
festation of shared growth.

At the same time in the international arena, Japan’s international engagements
could actually be seen as manifestations of the principle of shared growth. It’s found
in the Self-Help Effort Philosophy of Japan’s ODA. It’s found in the Keiretsu DNA of
the Japanese corporate structure, and shared growth is also found in the Flying Geese
Dynamics that drive the exports and imports of nations in this area. So those three
principles that I just mentioned, Self-Help Effort Philosophy, Keiretsu, Flying Geese
Dynamics, these are all originally conceptualized by the Japanese. I'm just learning

from them.

4. Complementary Condition: Common Principles

Let’s take a look at the second condition for regional integration and local decentraliza-
tion to be complements instead of substitutes. Why is it so important to have common
principles locally and internationally? Cases in history have shown us that not having
common principles, both in the local and international arenas, tends to create prob-
lems. A case in point is the first Cold War (I think we’re now in the second Cold War).

What was that? It was an international conflict between two ways of thinking about
politics: communism versus democracy; and about two ways of thinking about eco-
nomics: centrally planned economies and market economy, so there was a clash in that.

The second case where we found conflict, and I experienced this real time when I
was in Japan, is the bashing that Japan was subjected to, because after the first Cold
War, the conflict then became a conflict between different types of capitalism. Japan’s
capitalism is different from the Western norm.

Both of these cases, as we know, created a lot of problems. It’s important to have
common principles for local decentralization, a local strategy, and regional integra-
tion, an international strategy, to complement each other.

These two conditions for complementarity of regional integration and local decen-
tralization could also be useful in identifying two cases when regional integration

fails, and local government units or local communities could play an important role in
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the international arena.

The first case is when the state is under-empowered but a common principle is shared
between the local and international arenas. An example here would be the case of Myan-
mar, where you have a state divided and unable to properly participate in ASEAN affairs.

Another case is when the first condition is satisfied (state is appropriately empow-
ered) buta common principle is not shared. States then are at an impasse. An example is
China and ASEAN with regards to disputed territories. In either case, local government

units or local communities could take an active role in regional integration affairs.

5. LLABS in Southeast Asia

This brings us to LLABS, local-to-local across border schemes. LLABS may be on fer-
tile ground in Southeast Asia. You have the ASEAN Smart Cities network, Brunei
Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-
EAGA), Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand-Growth Triangle, and the Greater Mekong Sub
Region. These are just existing networks which could be a starting point for LLABS.

Counting the cities that were involved in these networks, we find that Indonesia
and the Philippines are leading. So what does this tell us? The more decentralized, the
higher the tendency of countries to participate in regional networks.

Among the “Plus Three” countries, China appears to be very aggressive in joining
these networks, followed by the Republic of Korea. Japan has to work on engaging
these networks.

With regards to networks, however, we should be careful. The last pandemic, for
example, has shown us that networks that are too concentrated in creating hubs, are
very fragile to shocks that target the hubs. The global airport network was critical in
spreading the pandemic as hubs could be considered as subjected to simultaneous ter-
rorist attacks as COVID-19 carriers unwittingly pass on the virus through these hubs
to various secondary destinations all over the world.

In another SGRA event I have pointed out that such networks are not shared growth

types of networks, and therefore bound to fail in the event of a concerted shock.

6. Our New Collaboration: Fujino-Maahas LLABS

As suggested above, we have real world conditions where regional integration could be
ineffective in its mission to unite nation states. I propose that it is precisely under such
conditions that LLABS could play an effective role.

This is what we’re doing now in UPOU. Under the leadership of Chancellor Joane
Serrano, we are trying to form a LLABS between Fujino in Sagamihara City, Kanagawa
Prefecture, Japan, and Maahas in Los Bafos, Laguna Province, Philippines, where
UPOU Headquarters is located. So the LLABS that we are forming is not being pro-
moted by the government or any government units. These are local communities try-
ing to reach out to each other.

This is a matrix comparing the two towns of Fujino and Maahas. The visions of the
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two towns are very similar. The first transition town in Japan is said to be Fujino, and
its basic vision of transitioning to a more sustainable community. This is also some-
thing that is key to the vision of Maahas as expressed by UPOU.

So there you already find commonalities. Fujino’s transition town movement is now
managed by Mikae Koyama, while it was Dr. Joane Serrano, with the Sustainability in
Action, Living Laboratory Campus (SiALLC) initiative, who is the prime mover of the
Maahas movement towards sustainability via UPOU.

There are other elements of the two towns that are similar. One is community cur-
rency. Fujino is actually UPOU’s model in adapting a community currency in the
Philippines. We now have Alitaptap in Maahas being piloted by UPOU. Fujino’s com-
munity currency is called Yorozu-ya.

Another thing which we have in common is an exploration of alternative energies.
Fujino is working on alternative energy sources, especially a battery for a solar power
setup that works on charcoal. UPOU also has that kind of component in its St ALLC
initiative.

In addition to the commonalities mentioned above, UPOU is now explor-
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ing the formation of LLABS between Fujino and Maahas. As part of our
Fujino-Maahas LLABS, we did a six-kilometer hike yesterday. What we
are also doing is an indirect way of entangling or connecting the two towns
through Greenway corridors. The hike is based on a mindful walk research
methodology that is essentially a forest bathing (###) with a research ori-
entation. We are calling the route we took in yesterday’s hike the Fujino-
Maahas Greenway corridor, and it has a counterpart in Laguna Los Banos,
which we call Maahas-Fujino Greenway corridor. The two trails have the
same lengths. We hope to have a deeper relationship between the two towns
that goes beyond the concept of Sister Cities, because we have found that the
sister cities initiative is not working in the Philippines.

We are going to present the results of our LLABS study at the World
Immersive Learning Labs 2025 Symposium at the Kyoto University of For-
eign Studies after this seminar/forum. That’s why some of us will be leaving
already tonight and will not be able to enjoy delicious Korean food.

Briefly some points about the Greenway Corridor Map in Maahas, which
starts off from point number one, the permaculture garden in UPOU and
ends at point number four, which is the entrance to the Mount Makiling
forest. Mount Makiling is actually a volcano, and at its foot is probably the
biggest campus of the University of the Philippines. UPOU is just located
very close to UPLB.

So, we put in some interesting points along the Greenway Corridor Map
based on the reflections of those involved in the “Forest Bathing Plus Alpha
(79277 7)” exercise, in order to introduce it to our counterpart
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town. And maybe they could also comment on the maps, and thereby get to
know each other better.

Thank you again to Atsumi International Foundation Managing Director Junko
Imanishi for her untiring support. We have already conducted 45 sustainable shared
growth seminars, ten of which were in collaboration with UPOU, especially Dr. Joane

Serrano, and we also have other sustainability projects ongoing. Thank you very
much.

71

5

BEvuns

1MOd7Y |



|viDs

o

=z
—
w

1MOd 7Y |

72

75th SGRA Forum / 45th Sustainable Shared Growth Seminar East Asia Citizens’ Dialogue

DISCUSSION 1
ASEAN+3 and Japan:

Community Collaboration:

Lessons from the Growth Triangle, Chinatown and “Curry Immigrants”

Dr. Sato Koichi

Professor, College of Arts and Sciences/]. F. Oberlin University

[Original lecture in Japanese, translated by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito]

1. Conditions for successful regional cooperation

I believe there are two key words in Dr. Maquito’s presentation: regionalization and
local decentralization. Dr. Maquito focuses on the growth triangle as an example of
regionalization and regional cooperation among ASEAN countries.

On the other hand, decentralization policies in Japan came to be known as “regional
revitalization” in 2014. In English, this is referred to as “rural regeneration.” If that
is the case, what connects regionalization and regional revitalization? I believe it is
immigration. Therefore, I titled this presentation “Lessons from the Growth Triangle
and Immigration (Chinatown and Curry Immigrants).”

First, regarding the Growth Triangle as regional cooperation, the Southern Growth
Triangle (SIJORI) was established between the three Malay countries of Singapore,
Johor State (Malaysia), and the islands of Batam and Bintan (Riau Islands Province,
Indonesia). Through Singapore’s Overseas Headquarters (OHQ), foreign investment
is attracted, and employment is created in Johor and the Batam and Bintan islands. It
was named by Singapore’s then Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong in December 1989.

One of the conditions for success is the vertical division of labor (complementary
relationship) among participating countries. As Dr. Maquito mentioned earlier in his
explanation of the flying geese model, this is similar to that concept. It is a comple-
mentary relationship where the small goose (Singapore) leads the way, and Malaysia
and Indonesia follow behind. Additionally, proximity, excellent infrastructure includ-
ing good ports, and the absence of security issues are also necessary. Furthermore, it is
also likely necessary to align with the global supply chain management (SCM) trend.

This Southern Triangle is showing signs of success, but in reality, the cooperation is
still incomplete (Slide 1). Foreign capital and technology flow from Singapore through
developed countries to Johor State in Malaysia and Batam Island and Bintan Island in
Indonesia. Johor State and Batam Island and Bintan Island provide land and labor to
Singapore. This is supposed to lead to a successful economy, but cooperation between
Indonesia and Malaysia remains incomplete.

When Batam Island began development, I was living in Singapore, so I visited the
site. The left side of Slide 2 shows the Batam Waterfront City construction site in 1991,
and the right side shows the NAGOYA District in 2007.

With the end of the Cold War, ASEAN countries began to consider economic coop-

eration, using the Cambodian conflict as a rallying point. The success of the South-
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Slide 1

Slide 2

ern Triangle (Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore) sparked a growing momentum for
economic cooperation within ASEAN, leading to the establishment of the Northern
Triangle (IMT/Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand: January 1993) and the East ASEAN
Growth Area (EAGA/Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines: March 1994).
However, progress has been slow due to weak vertical division of labor, lack of proxim-
ity, and illegal immigration.

To explain proximity a little more, it takes about an hour by car between Singapore
and Johor, and between Singapore and Batam (Slide 3). To get from Singapore to Johor,
you cross a bridge, and to get from Singapore to Batam, you take a ferry. It takes about
an hour.

Japanese managers and engineers live in Singapore, which serves as the overseas
headquarters. Their families also live there, and they commute to factories in Johor
and Batam to work alongside local people.

In contrast, the land area of the East ASEAN Growth Area (EAGA) is 4.2 times that
of Japan, and Borneo alone is 1.9 times the size of Japan. Although they are adjacent,

they are not close. That is the difference.
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Slide 3

So, does this mean that IMT or EAGA are not viable, or that we should give up on
them? I do not think so. I hope they will continue to strive. However, due to the lack
of proximity and the difficulty in developing good ports, manufacturing may not be
feasible. In that case, perhaps focusing on tourism could be an option.

Actually, I have always loved Singapore and Malaysia, and when I was young, I
backpacked through all the states of Malaysia. In Sepilok, Sabah, there is an orang-
utan rehabilitation center. This is a place where orangutan babies that were about to be
smuggled are rescued and trained to return to the wild. This has become an ecotour-
ism site that attracts tourists. Additionally, Malaysia is also home to rare birds like the
hornbill (also known as the rhinoceros hornbill), which is the national bird.

For example, you could visit the orangutan rehabilitation center in East Malaysia,
Sabah, or Sarawak. Then, you could enjoy birdwatching in places like the Philippines,
Indonesia, or Malaysia. Since diving is also possible, I think it may be worthwhile to
consider a tour that connects these areas by air.

Looking at foreign tourists visiting Japan, many of them visit Tokyo and Kyoto and
then travel to hot springs in Tohoku or Hokkaido. Some of them also want to ski in
winter, so perhaps that is also possible. I hope that you will continue to work together

and maintain the momentum for cooperation.

2. Immigration as a means to achieve community
collaboration and business opportunities

While it is commendable to establish a growth triangle as an international and regional
cooperative organization, there are also cases where this does not go smoothly. Addi-
tionally, while economic regionalism is positive, it can also be affected by global eco-
nomic downturns. In such cases, individuals may seek to migrate to countries with
more business opportunities.

Rather than aiming for large-scale regional success, perhaps we should first aim
for small-scale individual success (immigration). According to the definition of the

International Organization for Migration (IOM), “an immigrant is anyone who moves
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Slide 4

away from their original place of residence, whether within a country or across bor-
ders, temporarily or permanently, for various reasons.” This definition is very broad
and does not address illegal immigration.

This is related to Dr. Maquito’s concept of decentralization. Currently, Japan
is facing a decline in its local population and is relying on the labor force of many
immigrants. It is estimated that by 2050, 10% of Japan’s population could be foreign
nationals (Asahi Shimbun Digital Edition, March 20, 2025).

Immigrants come to Japan, build their own communities, and begin interacting
with Japanese people. When it comes to the small communities that have formed
within Japan, there are both successful and unsuccessful examples, such as China-
town and the Nepalese curry immigrant community.

The issues at hand include how well foreign workers can overcome language, reli-
gious, and cultural barriers to integrate into Japanese society, how much effort Japan
is making to accept them, and whether there are sufficient educational opportunities
for immigrant children. There are children who cannot eat Japanese school lunches, so
we must consider such issues as well. It is necessary to work together to achieve mutual
understanding and mutual benefit.

Ilived in Singapore, so I can say this clearly: Japan is far behind on this issue, so we
need to study it a bit more.

So, how many people are currently in Japan? According to the statistics as of June
2024, there are 3,588,956 people (Slide 4). This is still only about 2.7% of Japan’s popu-
lation. On the other hand, in Singapore, which has a population of 6 million, 40% are
foreigners. Therefore, I think Japan could do more.

A well-known example of a successful immigrant community in Japan is China-
town in Yokohama. It has been around since 1859, during the late Edo period. Initially,
the community served as interpreters between Japanese and Westerners. At first, this
was done through written communication. It was amazing, but at that time, Japanese
people could read Chinese characters, so they were able to do this. Later, the commu-
nity expanded into other fields such as trade, finance, and tourism, and today it has

become a sustainable community.
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The exotic streetscape features Chinese characters that Japanese people can under-
stand and feel at ease with, as well as tourist attractions such as the Guan Di Temple
and delicious food. There are also sufficient educational facilities for children. One of
my students is a graduate of Yokohama Chinese Academy, and he told me, “Teacher,
I'm already good at Japanese and Chinese, so I want to study English.” I encouraged
him, saying, “Go for it!” I hope he becomes a successful member of society.

The term “curry immigrants” comes from the title of a book written by Mr. Hiro-
kazu Murohashi (The Mystery of Curry Immigrants: The “Innepa” Who Conquered
Japan, Shueisha New Books, 2024), but cases of immigration have existed since around
1980. It is said that the number of immigrants surged around 2008. In 2008, during
the Koizumi administration, immigration policies were relaxed, allowing Indians to
enter Japan as cooks in curry restaurants. There are still some issues regarding lan-
guage, children’s education, and social insurance cards, so I hope these people will
aim to create a town like Little India in Singapore. I think it would be interesting to
build a temple dedicated to the Hindu god Ganesha, and open curry restaurants, eth-
nic clothing and accessory shops on either side of it.

One factor that may serve to connect or catalyze economic relations between coun-
tries, regionalism, and decentralization is immigration. If the number of immigrants
increases, I expect that economic cooperation will become more genuine as Japanese
companies expand into ASEAN+3 (or East Asia Summit) countries through their
immigrant employees.

Thank you very much for listening.
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Cross-Border Development
Cooperation and Local Government
International Cooperation Framework

in Northeast Asia: The Case of China

Li Kotetsu

Institute for Northeast Asian Future (INAF)

Hello, everyone. My name is Li Kotetsu. Actually, my name has changed three times.
My family migrated from the Korean Peninsula to China, and I myself came to Japan
from China 34 years ago. My ancestors changed their nationality from the Korean
Peninsula to China, and I changed mine from China to Japan, making it a total of two
changes. In that sense, I have created my own identity as a “Northeast Asian.” This
has led me to think in terms of the so-called “global citizen” concept advocated by the
Atsumi International Foundation, which transcends ethnicity and borders.

Asa “Northeast Asian,” I consider the Korean Peninsula, China, and Japan all to be
my homelands. While the theme assigned to me this time focuses primarily on China,
I have been researching Northeast Asia for a long time, so I would like to focus on
Northeast Asia and briefly touch on China at the end. Therefore, I have titled today’s
theme, “Cross-Border Development Cooperation and Regional Municipal Coopera-

tion Framework in the Northeast Asian Region—With China as a Case Study.”

1. Centralization and decentralization in Northeast Asia

In Dr. Maquito’s keynote speech earlier, he talked about centralization and decentral-
ization. There are three patterns of centralization and decentralization in Northeast
Asia.

The first pattern is found in capitalist and democratic countries, where centraliza-
tion was the primary form of government during the nation-building stage, but has
since shifted toward decentralization as the economy has advanced. Japan and South
Korea are typical examples of this pattern.

The second pattern is found in socialist countries, which are common in this region,
and is characterized by a highly centralized form of government. The DPRK (North

Korea) currently maintains this pattern.
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The third pattern is found in transition economies moving from a socialist system
to a market economy system. While maintaining a highly centralized political system,
these countries have significantly advanced decentralization in economic and admin-

istrative operations. Examples include China, Russia, and Mongolia.

2. Regionalism and Cross-Border “Natural Economic
Zones” (NEZ) or Cross-Border “Economic Corridors”

in Northeast Asia

Regarding regionalism and cross-border cooperation in Northeast Asia, regionalist
movements have been active in this region since the 1980s, but they accelerated rap-
idly with the collapse of the Cold War. One of the characteristics of this trend is that,
alongside the movement toward regional decentralization in the economic sphere,
numerous cross-border regional development projects have been launched, and the
movement toward the formation of sub-regional economic zones has expanded. Dr.
Lawrence Klein, who won the Nobel Prize in Economics, refers to this as a “natural
economic zone.”

When it comes to cross-border cooperation, people from island nations may think
of interacting with countries across the sea, but I am from the border region between
Northeast China and North Korea, so crossing the border was a natural part of my
childhood. When I was nine years old, I swam across the Tumen River (the border
river between China and North Korea) and visited North Korea for a short time. That’s
the kind of thing I'm talking about. Therefore, in areas where there are land borders,
natural economic zones form in border regions. The borders were artificially drawn,
but in many cases, the same ethnic groups live on both sides of the border. The border
areas between China and Mongolia, Inner Mongolia, Russia and China, and Central
Asia and China are all similar. For this reason, the concept of natural economic zones
gradually became established after the end of the Cold War.

On the other hand, as mentioned earlier in the discussion on Southeast Asia, the
idea of creating economic corridors and economic belts has also emerged.

Next, I would like to talk a little about the Japan Sea Rim International Economic
Zone Initiative. Please take a look at Slide 1. When considering the concept of a natural
economic zone, prior to the formation of modern nation-states, the area surrounding
the Sea of Japan was a natural economic zone where fishing and logistics activities
were conducted in mutual exchange. After the modern era, nation-states established
borders and began to control their respective regions, and during the Cold War era,
these borders were strictly managed. However, with the collapse of the Cold War and
the advancement of globalization, signs of a natural economic zone returning to the
Japan Sea region have emerged. The “Japan Sea Rim International Economic Zone
Initiative” is a movement to create an economic zone in this Northeast Asian region,
including Japan, the Korean Peninsula, Russia, China, and Mongolia.

I was born in the area marked “Hunchun” on this map, which is located in the
border region between China, North Korea, and Russia. There were no language or

cultural barriers there, and human interaction with North Korea was commonplace.
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Slide 1

Slide 2

When regulations are lax, such commercial areas naturally form. This is somewhat
different from cross-sea exchanges, but it is similar to the growth triangle that Mr.
Sato mentioned earlier.

The theme I have been researching since coming to Japan is the Tumen River region
shown in Slide 2. China, Russia, and North Korea are adjacent to each other there.
You may not have experienced this, but in the Tumen River region, the town on the
other side of the river in North Korea is so close that you can even see the colors of the

clothes people are wearing. On the left is Russia, and beyond that lies the Sea of Japan.
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Slide 3

Slide 4

In other words, at dawn, you can hear the sound of roosters crowing in the neighbor-
ing country. That is the characteristic of this border region. It just so happens that this
is my hometown, and I also studied Russian a little, so I have been engaged in this
research for 30 years.

So, what exactly is the Tumen River Region Development Project? It is a joint devel-
opment initiative involving the border regions of China, North Korea, and Russia. The
project established a joint international organization for the three countries, with its

office initially set up at the United Nations Headquarters in New York in 1995 and later
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relocated to Beijing in 1996. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has
been directly involved in supporting the project, which continues to operate to this day.

At the time, China was pursuing decentralization while seeking to coordinate with
its neighboring countries, and the central government was supporting this effort. Since
China’s access to the sea was blocked by Russia and North Korea, the idea of the three
countries collaborating to build an international city in the Tumen River region, develop
amajor port, and establish a logistics hub for Northeast Asia was proposed by researchers
from the Jilin Province local government in China. As a result, Jilin Province in China,
Primorsky Krai in Russia, and Rason in North Korea became the core of the project, and
South Korea and Japan also showed great interest in participating. This region is rich
in natural resources, and there was a period when there was significant enthusiasm for
revitalizing the economy of the Japan Sea region through mutual exchange.

Since 2005, this initiative has been expanded under the name “Greater Tumen
Region Initiative,” with a broader vision encompassing Inner Mongolia and the entire
Northeast China region (Slide 3).

Next, there is the Yellow Sea-Bohai Rim Economic Zone Initiative. This is an eco-
nomic zone initiative led by local governments along the Yellow Sea and Bohai Sea
coasts of China, as well as local governments in South Korea and Japan (Slide 4). I
believe Dr. Nam will provide a detailed report later, but various practical economic
exchange projects are being implemented.

China shares land borders with approximately 20 countries. In the Tumen River
region, there is a border line, and crossing it means crossing the border. I have visited
this region many times each year for fieldwork related to my research.

In the 1990s, efforts to establish an economic zone for overseas Chinese began to
develop, and the “Cross-Strait Four Regions Economic Zone Initiative” was launched

(Slide 5). This economic zone initiative involves local governments in Guangdong
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Slide 6

Province, Fujian Province, and other parts of China, as well as Taiwan, Hong Kong,
and Macau, and various projects are underway. Recently, due to tensions between Tai-
wan and China, progress has slowed somewhat, but Hong Kong and Macau are now
connected to the Chinese economic zone.

Slide 6 shows the “Mekong River Basin Economic Zone Initiative” that Dr. Maquito
mentioned earlier. Here too, the Chinese government has granted considerable sov-
ereignty to local governments. Local governments take the lead in holding annual
economic forums and industrial events, and exchanges in this region are progressing
rapidly. Due to time constraints, I will omit the details.

In terms of cooperation between local governments in Northeast Asia, the North-
east Asia Regional Governments Union (NEAR) is making progress. Established in
1996, it includes China, Japan, South Korea, Russia, and the DPRK (North Korea).
Comprising 90 local governments from eight Northeast Asian countries, including
Mongolia, it is a local government-led international organization established with the
aim of promoting mutual exchange and cooperation based on the principles of mutual
benefit and equality, contributing to regional collaborative development and global
peace. The creation of such an international organization between local governments
is highly distinctive. Recently, Kazakhstan in Central Asia and Ho Chi Minh City in
Vietnam have also joined. In other words, the alliance is expanding from Northeast
Asia to Southeast Asia and Central Asia.

The headquarters is located in Pohang City, Gyeongsangbuk-do Province, South
Korea. I visited the site in August 2024 and engaged in various exchanges. The North-
east Asia Regional Governments Union forms a massive market of 700 million people
and hosts various international conferences and events that contribute to economic
development every year. It also collaborates with three international organizations

(ARE, R20, and ICLEI) and regional specialized institutions through partnerships.
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3. Contributions to Shared Growth through
Decentralization and Regionalism, and Recent Trends
in Cross-Border Development in China

Shared growth through decentralization and regionalism is a basic concept proposed
by Dr. Maquito. In Northeast Asian countries, domestic regional development poli-
cies and cross-border regional development policies have been actively promoted, and
foreign capital has been actively attracted. This has directed capital investment toward
local areas, achieved economic growth through investment and trade, promoted the
growth of local economies, and contributed significantly to the improvement of local
and resident incomes.

However, it is also a fact that globalization and international competition have led to
the expansion of regional disparities and income gaps. While recognizing the aspects
of shared growth, we must also acknowledge the expansion of income disparities.

Finally, I will briefly discuss China. Looking at recent trends in China’s cross-border
development, China has actively utilized the “ASEAN+3” framework and expanded
it further, proposing the “Belt and Road Initiative” as a national strategy in 2013 to
advance large-scale infrastructure construction in neighboring developing countries
through expanded lending. However, due to concerns from the international commu-
nity over debt issues in developing countries, China has since entered a phase of policy
adjustment.

In 2021, the Chinese government announced its policy of prioritizing the con-
struction of high-quality representative projects and “small but excellent” livelihood
projects. Furthermore, at the UN General Assembly that same year, it proposed the
“Global Development Initiative” (GDI) as a platform for promoting the SDGs. China
has been engaging in broad-based cooperation with developing countries, not limited
to government development assistance, but also including other public funds (OOF)
and private funds.

Based on such national policy guidelines, local governments have taken the lead in
implementation, particularly those in border regions, which have been planning and
implementing various cross-border projects with neighboring countries and estab-
lishing exchange platforms for this purpose.

That concludes my presentation. Thank you for your attention.
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DISCUSSION 3
ASEAN+3 and Japan:

Efforts of South Korean Local

Governments 1n Forming

International Regimes:
A Case Study of the Korea-Japan-China Local Government

Exchange Conference

Dr. Nam Ki-jeong

Institute of Japanese Studies, Seoul National University

[Original lecture in Japanese, translated by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito]

Hello, everyone. My name is Nam Ki-jeong from the Institute of Japanese Studies at
Seoul National University. I am a member of the second batch of the Atsumi Founda-
tion scholars. When I was first asked to participate in this conference, I wondered if
I was the right person for the job, as I had not been doing much research in this field
recently. However, I decided to participate for several reasons. The first reason was that
I wanted to meet everyone. The second reason was that I wanted to see the cherry blos-
soms in Japan again after a long time. The third reason, which is the most important,
is that in 1995, when I was still an international student, I participated in an interna-
tional exchange gathering held in Fukuoka, where I first became aware of Southeast
Asia. At the time, I had only thought about Japan and China, so Southeast Asia was a
very stimulating place for me. From there, I received various stimuli and included it
in my research as an issue to consider, even though it was not the main theme. After
listening to Professor Maquito’s report, I thought I would like to feel that way again.
So, Ire-read various books and thought about how I should approach this issue now.
At that time, I realized that my slight interest in the theme of international exchange
between local governments was actually an extension of my interest in the East Asian
Community. As a result of that interest, I became interested in exchanges between
local governments and did some research, but in the end, it was a failure at this stage.
Currently, the world is in a very challenging period where conflicts of national
interests are becoming increasingly evident, perhaps what is referred to as the “new
Westphalian order.” In such a context, I began to wonder if this is truly the right path
to take and whether there might be new possibilities. With this mindset, I wanted to
revisit this issue anew. From this perspective, I feel that I have rediscovered local gov-
ernment exchanges in a new context. I would like to introduce this to everyone and

develop my thoughts further by listening to various opinions from everyone.
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1. Why intergovernmental cooperation now?

First, why intergovernmental cooperation now? As I mentioned earlier, in the wake
of the impact of Trump 2.0, each country is seeking a new way of life. Recently, we
have seen a rapprochement between Japan, China, and South Korea. While rethinking
what integration was and what communities in local and regional areas were, I took
out a book from my bookshelf titled “The End of Integration: The Reality and Logic of
the EU” by Endo Kan (Iwanami Shoten). This book explores the issue of the EU per-
sisting despite the end of integration. It examines the EU as an “unidentified political
object” (UPO), akin to a UFO, and uses this to analyze global politics. However, in
this region, there have been several attempts at integration. The Asian Union (AU) or
East Asian Community, despite the era of integration in Europe, ultimately ended as
a futile endeavor.

However, while it is unclear whether we can say that the international order has
come to an end, in an era where liberalism is in crisis, there are signs of Japan, China,
and South Korea, which were once distant from one another, attempting to draw
closer. This is based on the premise of sharing interests, but it did not happen suddenly.
Behind this, there was an international regime of cooperation between local govern-
ments that was not visible to the naked eye. I believe it is correct to view the rapproche-
ment between Japan, China, and South Korea as riding on this existing framework.

In the context of Northeast Asia, where intergovernmental cooperation is lack-
ing, focusing on the sustained exchange and cooperation between local governments
reveals the following points. Japan, China, and South Korea are in a very delicate trian-
gular relationship due to conflicts of nationalism. However, the relationship between
local governments in Japan, China, and South Korea is one of “delicate cooperation.”
It is unclear exactly what they are doing, but it is evident that they are cooperating. I
think there is a paradoxical phenomenon in which it is precisely because of this deli-
cate cooperation that they are able to maintain a close relationship. I believe this is
because, unlike central governments and nations that are sensitive to relative interests,
local governments focus on absolute interests.

Based on my experience, my research institute had been receiving support from
the Korea Foundation for International Cooperation for a long time, and we had been
conducting a program called “Future Dialogue between Japanese and Korean Citi-
zens,” which brought together 100 Japanese and Korean citizens. However, in 2023,
the foundation’s support suddenly stopped. I think there were various reasons behind
this. Nevertheless, there was a desire to continue the dialogue, so we approached vari-
ous local governments, and surprisingly, the response was good, with many expressing
interest in participating. Despite challenges related to funding and financial resources,
we gained the sense that it could be sustained.

Local governments are actively striving to host such initiatives. While the central
government has withdrawn from certain projects, local governments are stepping in
to continue them. This is because local governments, which are exempt from security
functions, have the potential to serve as entities for exchange and cooperation that can

mitigate inter-state tensions and address new regional challenges such as population

5

BEvuns

1MOd7Y |

85



g vins

=z
w

ARTORERY

86

75th SGRA Forum / 45th Sustainable Shared Growth Seminar East Asia Citizens’ Dialogue

Slide 1

aging, climate crises, and other issues. I have come to believe that this possibility is
very real and deserves attention.

However, the question is how institutionalized this is. Intergovernmental relations
are often unstable, with ups and downs, but upon investigation, cooperation between
local governments tends to be sustained once it begins and does not easily regress.

There are various reasons for this, but due to time constraints, I will mention just
one: local governments are entities that can focus on issues like the environment and
tourism, and they may be the most suitable for establishing systems to respond to a

risk society and accommodate tourists.

2. Specific examples

1) Korea-Japan-China Local Government Exchange Conference

First, let’s look at a specific example: the Korea-Japan-China Local Government
Exchange Conference. This conference is jointly organized by organizations such as
the Governors Association of the Republic of Korea, the Japan Association for Interna-
tional Exchange of Local Authorities, and the China Association for Friendship with
Foreign Countries, with the aim of promoting substantive exchanges between local
governments in Korea, Japan, and China. The first meeting was held in Seoul in 1999,
and since then, it has been held annually on a rotating basis, with the 25th meeting
scheduled to take place in Gwangju, South Korea, in 2024. In 2020, due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the meeting was postponed only once, but it was a postponement, not
a cancellation. The conference has continued steadily, with an increasing number of
participants, and has made significant progress (Slide 1).

Why is that? The Governors Association of the Republic of Korea is, simply put, an
organization of local government leaders, with representatives serving on a rotating
basis. The South Korean government swings wildly between left and right, but this
association includes both progressives and conservatives. In order to maintain unity,
there is an unspoken understanding to avoid political fluctuations as much as possible.
Japan and China do not undergo drastic changes in political policy, but I think this is

what maintains the balance in South Korea.
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Another factor is the presence of Kim Dae-jung. The history of local autonomy in
South Korea was opened by former President Kim Dae-jung. He was a politician who
achieved local autonomy through a 13-day hunger strike, and he went on to achieve
results at the local level before advancing to the central government. The emergence
of such a politician created an energy to achieve results at the local level. I think that
was very significant. The Korea-Japan-China Local Government Exchange Confer-
ence began in 1999, two years after the establishment of ASEAN+3 in 1997. This was a
time when South Korea began to place great importance on cooperation with ASEAN,
and the Kim Dae-jung administration was actively approaching ASEAN (Southern
Policy). South Korean local governments also began local diplomacy and focused on
the ASEAN model around the same time. This likely contributed to the continuity of
the initiative.

Kim Dae-jung was a rare South Korean politician who proposed the “East Asia
Vision Group” within ASEAN+3, established a framework for cooperation among
Japan, China, and South Korea, and also focused on ASEAN. This had significant

meaning for the creation of networks among local governments.

2) Yellow Sea Economic and Technical Exchange Conference and East Sea/
Sea of Japan Local Government Governors and Prefectural Governors
Conference

The exchange conference focuses on politics and administration, but the Yellow Sea
Economic and Technical Exchange Conference provides economic and material sup-
port for it. It was established in 1999 (Philippines) and 2000 (Singapore) at the ASEAN+3
Summit as a follow-up measure to promote economic cooperation among China, Japan,
and South Korea. It has the advantage of continuing without interruption.

In contrast, the “East Sea/Sea of Japan Local Government Governors and Prefec-
tural Governors Conference,” which I had been interested in as part of efforts to build
an East Asian Community, has been interrupted and has not seen much progress in
terms of content. This framework was established in 1994 at the proposal of Gangwon
Province and consists of the governors of Gangwon Province in South Korea, Jilin
Province in China, Tottori Prefecture in Japan, Primorsky Krai in Russia, and Central
Province in Mongolia.

The reason for this is that the local government participating in this framework is
Gangwon Province in South Korea. Unlike the previous example, this council sees
changes in leadership, with progressive or conservative leaders taking office. When
progressive leaders are in charge, they actively try to include Russia and North Korea,
which makes it difficult to institutionalize the council, leading to an unstable situa-
tion. Recently, especially after the Ukraine war began, Russia has not participated,
leading to the council becoming largely symbolic.

Finally, when considering future prospects, I would like to conclude my report by
addressing the possibility of such exchanges between local governments in Japan, China,
and South Korea potentially involving North Korean local governments (Slide 2).

What is noteworthy is that North Korea has recently introduced a policy called

“Local Development 20 x 10” with the aim of developing its local governments. North
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Korea has a unique system, so although it is government-led, if North Korean local
governments were to engage in dialogue with the US or Japan, this movement could
expand further. Why? Because while North Korea is politically very rigid, it is highly
proactive on non-political agendas such as climate issues. It is also making efforts to
gain a voice at the United Nations. Considering these factors, I believe it is necessary
to monitor this development closely.

That concludes my remarks.

Thank you very much.
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Strong “Non-Governmental”
Ties Between Taiwan and Southeast
Asia Beyond Political Constraints

Dr. Lim Chuan-Tiong

Research Fellow, Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia,

The University of Tokyo

[Original lecture in Japanese, translated by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito]

1. Relations between Taiwan and ASEAN countries

The themes of this forum include keywords such as “decentralization” and “regional
cooperation,” but what caught my attention was the broader perspective of “non-gov-
ernmental.” As you are aware, Taiwan is not formally recognized as a state interna-
tionally, and under such political constraints, relations between Taiwan and Southeast
Asian countries are inevitably conducted entirely within a “non-governmental”
framework.

With this background in mind, in today’s presentation, under the title “Taiwan
and Southeast Asia’s Strong Non-Governmental Ties Beyond Political Constraints,” I
would like to present four key issues.

First, what is the current state of relations between Taiwan and ASEAN countries,
which do not have diplomatic relations? I believe it is necessary to reexamine this issue.

Second, even though relations are formally non-governmental, there is actually
extremely close exchange between Taiwan and ASEAN countries. The question is
what the actual state of these relations is and what their characteristics are.

Third, I would like to focus on the fact that Taiwan effectively controls Taiping
Island, the largest natural island in the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea. While
there are territorial disputes over this island with the Philippines and Vietnam, Tai-
wan is excluded from the negotiations between China and ASEAN countries on the
Spratly Islands issue because it is not recognized as a state. Nevertheless, the fact that
Taiwan effectively controls the largest island is a highly ironic situation.

In addition, there is a little-known fact that since 1975, Singapore’s military has
been training in Taiwan. Although the scale has been slightly reduced since 2003,
training involving several thousand people continues every year. It is also worth con-

sidering why such a relationship exists.
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Fourth, I would like to briefly touch on the direction in which exchanges between
Taiwan and ASEAN will proceed in the future within a non-governmental framework.

The most distinctive feature of Taiwan’s relationship with ASEAN is that Taiwan
does not have formal diplomatic relations with any of the 10 ASEAN countries. Fur-
thermore, Taiwan is not included in the “ASEAN+3” framework.

In Dr. Maquito’s report earlier, the name of Taiwan hardly appeared at all. On the
other hand, in Mr. Sato’s report, Taiwan was positioned within Asia, and I felt that
it had a certain presence. Nevertheless, Taiwan is not officially participating, and its
position remains highly delicate. Despite this, surprisingly close ties have been estab-
lished in practice. This is precisely what I consider to be the most distinctive feature of
Taiwan-ASEAN relations.

So, why have such close ties been established? Let us examine the actual situation.

While relations are currently non-governmental, this has not always been the case.
Until 1971, Taiwan (the Republic of China) was a permanent member of the UN Secu-
rity Council and maintained its status as one of the world’s five major powers. Such
international presence is believed to have had a significant impact on the establish-
ment of relations with Southeast Asian countries.

After the war, Taiwan had formal diplomatic relations with eight Southeast Asian
countries: Thailand (1946-75), the Philippines (1949-75), Myanmar (1949-50, then
Burma), Indonesia (1950-57), South Vietnam (1955-1975), Malaysia (1957-74), Cam-
bodia (1958-65), and Laos (1960-62). Although diplomatic relations were severed with
all of these countries, the influence and networks established prior to the severance
were maintained to a certain extent.

Another important point is that relations between China and ASEAN were not
as close as they are today until the 1990s. ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian
Nations), established in 1967, initially advocated anti-communism, so relations with
China, a socialist country, were sparse. Furthermore, economic ties were also lim-
ited before China’s “reform and opening up.” Diplomatic relations between China and
Indonesia and Singapore were established relatively late, around 1990, so it can be said
that Taiwan had stronger relations with ASEAN than China before that time.

Another noteworthy point is the existence of the so-called “Asian NIEs (Newly
Industrialized Economies).” Although this concept is not often heard of these days, it
was frequently mentioned in the 1990s when I was a student. The four countries and
regions that fell under this category were South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singa-
pore, and they were also referred to as the “Four Little Dragons.” As part of this emerging
economic region, Taiwan has actively invested in Southeast Asian countries, including
Vietnam. Therefore, even after the severance of diplomatic relations, extremely close ties
between Taiwan and ASEAN were maintained at least until the 1990s.

Even after the severance of diplomatic relations, “representative offices” that are
not officially government agencies and institutions equivalent to de facto embas-
sies and consulates have been established in each country. These institutions play a
major role in maintaining and promoting practical relations between the two sides
(see Slide 1).

The military cooperation with Singapore that I briefly mentioned earlier is called

the “Starlight Program.” This is an unofficial military cooperation framework between
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Singapore and Taiwan, under which the Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) conducts
training in Taiwan.

This program began in 1975. At the time, Taiwan was under the leadership of Chi-
ang Ching-kuo, the son of Chiang Kai-shek, while Singapore was led by Prime Minis-
ter Lee Kuan Yew. The two sides had established an extremely good relationship, and it
was against this backdrop of trust that a special military cooperation framework was
established. This relationship has been maintained to the present day, albeit with some
scaling back in scope.

I would also like to touch on the issue of Taiping Island in the Spratly Islands. Taip-
ing Island has been under Taiwan’s jurisdiction since the end of the war and continues
to be effectively controlled by Taiwan today. However, the Philippines and Vietnam
also claim sovereignty over the island, creating a competitive relationship among the
three parties. As a result, there are delicate geopolitical issues involved, but at present,

there have been no major conflicts, and the situation remains relatively stable.

2. Recent achievements and impact of Taiwan’s “New
Southbound Policy”

Since the Democratic Progressive Party’s Tsai Ing-wen administration took office in
2016, Taiwan has actively promoted the “New Southbound Policy” as part of its dip-
lomatic and economic strategy, seeking to strengthen relations with Southeast Asia
(ASEAN), South Asia, Australia, and New Zealand. The policy aims to rebuild Tai-
wan’s relations with Southeast Asian countries, which have weakened due to China’s
rise, as well as to reduce economic dependence on China and deepen exchanges with
diverse nations.

The first priority of this strategy is to strengthen economic and trade relations. Tai-
wan has deepened economic cooperation with ASEAN and South Asian countries and
promoted measures to support the expansion of Taiwanese companies. In fact, since
2016, direct investment from Taiwan to ASEAN countries has increased significantly,

and there has been a noticeable trend toward reducing dependence on China.
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Furthermore, as of 2022, the total trade volume between Taiwan and the countries
targeted by the New Southbound Policy has reached approximately US$160 billion, an
increase of about 70% compared to 2016, before the policy was launched. As a result,
ASEAN is now Taiwan’s second largest trading partner after China.

Second, in the field of education, the acceptance of international students has
expanded significantly. In particular, in order to increase the number of international
students from Southeast Asia, Taiwan has been promoting the establishment of schol-
arship programs, and in 2022, the number of ASEAN international students enrolled
in Taiwan reached approximately 50,000.

Third, as a measure to promote tourism, Taiwan has introduced visa exemptions
and electronic visa (eVisa) systems for ASEAN countries to attract tourists. According
to 2019 data, approximately 2.6 million tourists from ASEAN countries visited Taiwan
annually.

Fourth, the acceptance of labor is also an extremely important area. Taiwan accepts
many workers from the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, and other coun-
tries to fill labor shortages in industries such as manufacturing, nursing care, and agri-
culture. As of 2023, there are approximately 700,000 Southeast Asian workers residing
in Taiwan, including a significant number employed as domestic workers (so-called
maids).

Incidentally, as someone currently raising children in Japan, I often feel that it
would be beneficial if Japan had a system similar to Taiwan or Hong Kong that allows
families to employ foreign maids. If there is an opportunity to propose policies, I
would appreciate it if you could consider this as well.

Fifth, cooperation in the medical and agricultural fields is also progressing. Tai-
wan is sharing its medical technology with Southeast Asian countries and working to
support medical institutions and train medical personnel. In addition, it is contribut-
ing to the agricultural development of ASEAN countries by providing support for the
introduction of smart agricultural technology.

Finally, I would like to point out two issues regarding “private sector exchanges”
between Taiwan and ASEAN.

First is the existence of pressure from China. China’s stance of trying to suppress
Taiwan’s international influence is strong, and it is a factor hindering the deepening of
relations between Taiwan and ASEAN countries.

Second, under such political constraints, Taiwan and ASEAN countries have not
yet concluded an FTA (Free Trade Agreement). However, Taiwan has already con-
cluded FTAs with New Zealand and Singapore, which could serve as precedents for
other ASEAN countries in the future.

In summary, despite challenges such as pressure from China and the lack of an
FTA, Taiwan and ASEAN countries are deepening their substantive interdependence
beyond political constraints. Going forward, the need for cross-border cooperation is
expected to grow further, particularly in areas such as the digital economy, healthcare,
education, and labor force acceptance, with expectations for the further expansion of
“people-to-people exchanges.”

That concludes my report. Thank you for your attention.
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A Philippine Citizen's Opinion

— LLABS and a Philippine Perspective

Joane V. Serrano

University of the Philippines Open University

Okay, good afternoon, everyone. Kon-nichiwa. Watashi wa Joane desu. Let me share
my opinion as a citizen from the Philippines. Basically, my insights will focus on
operationalizing local-to-local across border scheme, or LLABS, some reflections on
Project LAKBAY and the Maahas-Fujino experience. These insights are grounded in
the experiences of these two community-based initiatives that we believe exemplify
what we now call the local-to-local across border scheme, or LLABS. So let me share
these two initiatives, and how we started. What are we currently doing and what do we
intend to do about them in the future?

As the speaker before me said, not much has been said about Taiwan, but our first
initiative, actually, which we call project LAKBAY is an initiative with Kaohsiung, Tai-
wan and project LAKBAY is an acronym which stands for “Learning Actively through
Knowledge Based Appreciation for Youth”, which is the collaboration between the UP
Open University and EduConnect Taiwan. EduConnect is a collaboration of universi-
ties in the southern part of Kaohsiung in Taiwan.

The project started in 2023 and we have run this model five times since 2023, four
were immersion to the Philippines. We brought Taiwanese students to the Philippines.
And in one run we brought community members from the Philippines to Taiwan.

The project, which we call project LAKBAY, aims to empower the youth and com-
munity members of both countries to actively contribute to sustainability efforts
across various fields of development, recognizing that awareness and engagement in
global Sustainability Program is a continuous and evolving journey, and the project
provides young individuals with meaningful opportunities for cultural and learning
immersion.

It seeks to deepen their understanding of the interconnection among multiple
sustainable development goals through civic engagement, critical reflection on local
challenges, collaborative problem solving and the development of context responsive
solutions that benefit the respective communities. It actually draws from the UPOU’s
International University Social Responsibility or IUSR framework, which demon-
strates the potential of universities to bridge knowledge and practice while support-
ing community development. This particular initiative targets one of the most critical
agents of change, the youth.

It recognizes that youth engagement in sustainability isn’t just a one-time event.

It’s actually a journey which, by the way, LAKBAY, when you translate it to English,
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is a journey. So this journey requires immersive, meaningful experiences that con-
nect young people with real world challenges. Under the IUSR framework, UPOU
designed project LAKBAY to include activities like cultural immersion, community
assessments, SDG mapping and collaborative workshops. The project encourages the
youth to understand local needs, reflect critically on those challenges, and co-create
solutions that make sense in their own communities.

Through this project, LAKBAY, we don’t just teach, for example, concepts like
SDGs. They actually live them. They go to communities in the Philippines that are
quite marginalized. The Taiwanese students are immersed there. It becomes a model
for practical education which is actually rooted in empathy, curiosity and action.

What we have done so far is letting Taiwanese and Filipino students, who are both
graduate and undergraduate students, actually interact with the local community
members in the Philippines.

Some of them are living among the informal settlers, for example, who live along
the railroad tracks in rural communities, communities nearby the lake. These are
communities that have, you know, actual needs.

And through this project LAKBAY, the participants are actually able to come up
with practical solutions on how to address problems based on their local context.

In the Philippines, we have the International Rice Research Institute, the Asian
Development Bank, Center for Biodiversity, South Asian Research Center for Agri-
culture. So it’s also an opportunity for the participants in this particular project to
visit organizations, because Taiwan, as our previous speaker said, is not recognized
by many countries as a country. This becomes an opportunity for Taiwanese and Fili-
pino students to visit these particular organizations as well. These participants of the
project LAKBAY, at the end of their immersion and learning visits, are able to come
up with, develop and propose actual solutions to the problems that they have seen and
experienced during their immersion in the various communities in the Philippines,
specifically in Los Bafios, nearby towns in the province of Laguna.

We are actually planning to continue this and expand this to other countries, such
as Japan.

Hopefully this will happen this year.

The second initiative is actually already mentioned by Dr Maquito, the Maahas-
Fujino LLABS initiative which links the local community in Los Bafios, Laguna,
known as Maahas, with Fujino, a transition town in Japan. And this link was intro-
duced by Dr Maquito in one of the SGRA forums, the Maahas-Fujino initiative.

Although, unlike the project LAKBAY, it has loose structure, since we don’t have
a partnership agreement with universities or organizations, it actually builds on two
parallel but complementary visions, the one mentioned already, the UPOU sustain-
ability in action, living laboratory campus and the Fujino transition town move-
ment. Both initiatives aim to create sustainable, resilient communities, but they do
so from different cultural and geographic starting points.

What we have done so far with this initiative is to share what the two commu-
nities have in common in terms of sustainability and resilience through “Shared
Growth Forum” already shared by Dr. Maquito, representatives from both commu-

nities shared what have they have done in those particular areas, common areas were
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permaculture and community currency

And very recently, we are adding an initiative, which we call the Greenway cor-
ridor, for the two communities. We have actually done a walking methodology, a
methodology research in Maahas in Los Bafios and also in Fujino yesterday.

Now, why is LLABS important? LLABS presents a significant shift in the way we
think about international cooperation. Unlike traditional diplomacy, which is often
state to state, and often top down, LLABS put people and communities at the center.
It promotes horizontal collaboration of direct engagement between local govern-
ments, civil society groups, academic institutions and community members across
borders. This model responds to a growing global need.

As sustainability challenges like climate change, inequality and environmental
degradation intensify, we need approaches that are grounded in real context, involve
those most affected, and emphasize mutual learning, rather than one way aid or
expertise. One key insight from both projects is the shift in how we think about
cross-border partnerships. In the past, many initiatives operated under the sister
cities. Dr. Max mentioned that.

But now, what LLABS proposes is something deeper and more sustained, a
network of mutual engagement, where communities build trust, share stories and
co-create solutions. I believe that LLABS offer a compelling model, not just for com-
munity engagement, but for regional collaboration, and by centering the voices of
local actors, LLABS aligns development goals with lived experiences, it bridges the
gap between local framework like the SDGs and the unique social, cultural realities
of communities.

Thank you very much.
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An Indonesian Citizen’s Opinion
—LLABS and an Indonesian Perspective

Dr. Jakfar Idrus

Kokushikan University

[Original lecture in Japanese, translated by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito]

As a global citizen and from an Indonesian perspective, I would like to share my
thoughts on the relationship between LLABS and Indonesia, as well as the current
situation, while introducing some examples.

The discussions surrounding the concepts of “decentralization” and “regional inte-
gration” underlying the LLABS initiative are of critical importance to Indonesia as
well. Why is this important? As Dr. Maquito mentioned earlier, while the country
is transitioning toward a decentralized framework, significant disparities between
regions persist. In particular, outside of Java—which has been the focal point of devel-
opment—other regions continue to lag behind.

In this context, I believe that decentralization could enable international collab-
oration among local governments, potentially allowing lagging regions to catch up.
Including my personal aspirations, I firmly believe that the LLABS initiative holds
significant potential for regional development.

From the various perspectives discussed at today’s forum, I would like to highlight
at least three points.

First, there are various frameworks for international cooperation at the local level
in Indonesia. For example, there are sister cities, Transnational Municipal Networks
(TMNs), and local cooperation within frameworks such as ASEAN Plus. There are
also economic cooperation agreements (ECAs) between countries, which are con-
ducted within an economic framework as local relations.

Sister city relationships began in the 1990s and became particularly active after
2000 with the progress of decentralization. Currently, at least 50 local governments
nationwide have sister city partnerships. However, only about 20% of these are func-
tioning effectively, and only 15% are relatively well established, with more than 65%
showing little activity.

Of course, this requires further in-depth analysis, but the question is where these
partnerships are functioning effectively. It has been found that partnerships that have
established sector-specific cooperation or agreements tend to be more successful.

One successful example is the relationship between Surabaya and Kitakyushu City.
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In 2012, a local agreement centered on the environmental field was concluded, and
the transfer of knowledge and technology from Japan was promoted. For example, the
“Takakura-style household composting system” was introduced in Surabaya, promot-
ing the processing of food waste in households. This pilot project was successful and
has spread to other cities.

Additionally, the introduction of a waste sorting system using waste sorting equip-
ment at Integrated Waste Management and water waste treatment equipment were
also implemented in Surabaya with technical cooperation from Kitakyushu. These
successful examples have been adopted by other regions and countries.

There are also examples of sector-specific agreements, such as those between Band-
ung or Jakarta and Kitakyushu, which have concluded agreements on measures to
address climate change.

However, one issue in sister city cooperation is the lack of communication between
the two cities. Another issue is the low capacity and quality of human resources in
local governments. Under the long-standing centralization system, local government
officials and administrators have had little awareness of the need to carry out local
administration themselves. Therefore, even if decentralization allows them to carry
out administration on their own, they do not know how to do so. This is the real issue.
Another issue that needs to be addressed is the lack of support and participation from
the central government and local communities.

Secondly, regarding the “growth triangle” mentioned in Professor Sato’s presenta-
tion, it has been pointed out that the “growth triangle” conceptin ASEAN is difficult to
achieve without the necessary conditions, such as infrastructure, security, and fund-
ing. In Indonesia, the Batam-Singapore-Johor “SIJORI Growth Triangle” (IMS-GT)
and the Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT) are long-standing
frameworks that have contributed to regional development. However, I personally
believe that the triangular relationship should be expanded to a “quadrilateral” or
“multilateral” framework. In this regard, the BIMP-EAGA case is a good reference.
At the 2022 summit, West Kalimantan Province hosted the event, and it was reported
that the province is contributing to regional development through this framework.

The third point to note is the issue of economic cooperation and the acceptance
of foreign workers. Here, I would like to focus on the case of Ishinomaki City. Tra-
ditionally, workers were accepted through brokers, but now the brokers have been
eliminated, and the city of Ishinomaki and the government of West Java Province are
working directly to accept workers. This has reduced the burden on Indonesian work-
ers. The number of Indonesians working in Miyagi Prefecture has increased from 658
in 2021 to 1,526 in 2023.

Of course, this is the result of detailed efforts. For example, in order to establish
a support system, the local government itself established the Ishinomaki Fisheries
Training Council, a non-profit organization, in 2010. Through such efforts, Ishino-
maki City has been able to successfully collaborate with Indonesian workers. Not only
is their number increasing, but they are also settling down in the area. I have intro-
duced this as an example of how local governments can create an environment that is
less burdensome for foreign workers by taking the initiative in concluding agreements.

That concludes my opinion and case study presentation. Thank you for your attention.
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A Thai Citizen’s Opinion

— LLABS and a Thai Perspective

Mr. Motoki Luxmiwattana

Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University

Thank you, Miss Brenda. I would like to quickly go through what my opinion on this
topic of LLABS is, but before I get to my main point, there was some interesting obser-
vation I have made.

It is similar to what Li-san mentioned earlier on about being physically able to cross
the border and hearing the songs of the bird from North Korea and so on. Unfortu-
nately, I do not have a cool story of swimming across the Mekong River into Laos. I
wish I do, but I am a city boy. But nonetheless, the moment I noticed this was when I
was preparing for the session, when I was searching on a Thai academic journal data-
base for something related to this. When I translated the term “local to local,” or use
“beyond the border” type of keyword, I could not really find something substantial.
But when I changed into the word that makes you think of the physical border that you
can cross by just stepping on it, that is when I started to get some results of cooperation
when it comes to disease controls and so on between Thailand and Laos.

So that made me think perhaps our language—how we talk about this—may reflect
some unspoken biases that we have about what a relationship between communities
from different countries may look like, depending on if you are in an islandic nation
or the mainland side of Southeast Asia.

Anyway, the main topic I want to talk about, which is something I am more com-
fortable with because it is related to my research topic about Thai politics, conserva-
tism, authoritarianism and so on, is what the decentralization in Thailand currently
looks like. Maquito-san mentioned that Thailand is one of the cautious movers. I
unfortunately think in 2025 that is probably not entirely accurate anymore. Since the
last session that we had, I went in to try to look at the specific laws and so on, and it is
probably best described, at least my current assessment is that, it is a de-decentraliza-
tion. It is not that Thailand is centralizing more per se, but there seem to be a lot more
roadblocks towards decentralization, and they are kind of moving away from it. So the
“de-” goes there.

In Thai, the term decentralize is “krajai amnat.” It is a phrase, not actually one
term. It kind of means you are spreading or dispersing your power. And the thing
is, as Maquito-san pointed out, in the 1997 constitution, it was included. It says: the
State must decentralize so that localities may be self-reliant and make decisions on
their administration. It is my translation. I could not find an official English version,

but nonetheless, it is something along that line. But the latest constitution in 2017 no
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longer contains the term decentralized. This is despite Chapter 14 having—it’s about
local administration—6 Sections. But again, it does not necessarily contain the term
decentralize. It is more like a bureaucratic procedure of what are the things that these
local governance bodies should be doing.

We should also consider the fact that today’s political climate is much more nation-
alistic and nativistic. In that sense in Thailand, more often than not, when certain
politicians bring up “we should decentralize more,” they are often labeled as someone
who wants to separate the nation, split the nation, and so on. And given the rise of
Trump and all the other weird people in the West, there is a much stronger sense or
antipathy towards immigration of people who have different skin color from you, for
instance. So in this kind of political climate, I would say the idea of decentralization in
Thailand is probably significantly slowing down, to say the least.

Nonetheless, I did also find something interesting. It is called the Chiang Mai met-
ropolitan initiative. It is a citizen initiated draft legislation. In current Thai politics,
you require around 10,000 signatures to be able to propose this into the Parliament.
Basically, it is a legislation to establish Chiang Mai as a metropolitan area. What that
does, or what this proposal contains is that this would let Chiang Mai elect their own
governor and local assembly. They have a revenue split with the national government,
and then they also have the right to make local ordinances for pollution control and
so on. It sounds like fairly basic things, but these are things that still require a draft
legislation to try to pass. That is how little decentralization or division of political
decision-making power is happening in Thailand at the moment.

This one (Slide 1) is the Manual for Local Municipality in Making International
Cooperation Agreements by the Department of Local Administration, Minister of
Interior. Since even when it comes to local politics, the range of power that a local
municipality can have is quite limited, I became curious: what are the specific things
that they can do with regards to, in this case, LLABS, like signing some agreement
with other cities. This is not to say Thailand does not have sister city agreements.
From something I quickly check on their website, they claim there are at least 88
pairs of citizen sister city agreements. I obviously cannot do an assessment as Idrus-

san did, but it is not that it does not exist.
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But the type of things that they are able to make agreements on seems to be quite
limited. For one, all these agreements apparently require ministerial approval. If it
has a potential to conflict with an existing law, it requires cabinet approval, or at least
that is what this manual says. Also, when it comes to the topics on which these sorts
of agreements may be made, it is fairly consequential, but not as significant. It does
not seem substantial enough to deal with the issue of economic disparities and so
on, like education, arts and culture, language, environment, tourism, public disaster.
And the kicker is “others that are in accordance with the Development Plan,” which
refers to the national development plan that is drafted, usually in a 4-5 years cycle.
This is to say that ultimately, despite them being able to make these agreements, it
seems like the center has a fairly significant say in what that agreement may or may
not look like.

Nonetheless, to get back into what I first said about how I was able to find some
types of agreements on academic journals. Interesting enough, these also are not
state-to-state or municipality-to-municipality, it seems to be quite a lot about almost
local, medical institutions or universities agreements. And they oftentimes have to
do with some type of disaster control, public health issues such as. COVID, tubercu-
losis and those types of topics.

So while my comment is probably quite pessimistic sounding, I do want to end
on a more positive note, that in the end, people are able to sort of come together and

have this kind of cooperations when we try. Thank you very much.
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Overall Moderator: Brenda Tenegra (Accenture)
Moderator: Ferdinand C. Maquito (University of the Philippines Open University [UPOU])
Speaker (in speaking order):
Dr. Nam Ki-jeong (Institute of Japanese Studies, Seoul National University)
Dr. Lim Chuan-Tiong (The University of Tokyo)
Dr. Sato Koichi (J. F. Oberlin University)
Dr. Li Kotetsu (Institute for Northeast Asian Future [INAF])
Dr. Joane V. Serrano (University of the Philippines Open University)
Dr. Jakfar Idrus (Kokushikan University)
Mr. Motoki Luxmiwattana (Waseda University)

I Maqurto Please, speakers, the discussants and participating citizens, please come to the front
and the floor is now open while they are fixing things here because we only have until
4:45 PM. The floor is now open for questions on site and through Zoom. So, if there
are any questions, please state your name and to whom you’re directing your ques-
tion. Any questions or comments? Kawasaki-san told me that you have two minutes to

make a statement. So please.

Is there a plan for some kind of special economic zone? I don’t know if talks are actu-
ally underway, but the idea of Jeju Island and Okinawa interacting with each other is
very exciting. I wonder if there has been any historical interaction between them, but
if it were to happen, it would be wonderful. Dr Nam, if you know anything about this,
could you please tell us?

For example, this is purely a fantasy, but if Jeju Island, Okinawa, and Taiwan could
form an “Island Countries” or “Island Regions” alliance and share various benefits,

such as tax-free zones, that would be wonderful. What do you think, Dr. Lim?

NaM Ki-jeoNG  In my previous presentation, I shared some of my experiences, and this is one of them.
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| Lim Crnuan-TioNg

There is an organization called the Pan-Yellow Sea Forum, and I had the opportunity
to participate in it several times when Mr. Ahn Hee-jung was the governor. However,
after the governorship changed from him to someone else, I experienced a sudden and
drastic change in the content.

This story may be somewhat similar to the one about Jeju Island, but in Jeju Island
as well, the governor was Oh Young-hoon, and I made various proposals at some of
the meetings he hosted and also listened to his proposals. He was enthusiastic about
exchanges between Okinawa and Jeju Island and was involved in several projects, but
what was different from the example I mentioned earlier was that he was engaged
in what could be called “non-political politics” or “another form of politics detached
from politics.” There is still political influence at play. When things go well, people
interact very actively, but when trying to institutionalize it, there seem to be significant
challenges. Perhaps for that reason, I got the impression that it was not being pursued
as an institutionalized initiative.

In Jeju Island, there is the Jeju Forum, and two years ago, I was invited to give a few
talks there. However, unlike the Pan-Yellow Sea Forum I mentioned earlier, I expe-
rienced that when the central government changes, the overall theme also changes
drastically under its influence.

Therefore, based on the content of my report, I feel that cooperation from local
governments should be of a somewhat vague nature. Rather than aiming too high, it is

important to steadily build a track record at this stage.
Also, Lim-sensei was asked to respond. Two minutes please.

I would like to talk a little about the connection between Jeju Island and my own
research. In my doctoral thesis, I proposed the concept of “Peripheral East Asia” based
on research conducted in three regions: Okinawa, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. This
research was later published as a book.

Why did I choose these three regions as my research subjects? First, all three have
historically been treated as “peripheral” regions and, even today, are not politically
positioned at the center. More importantly, they share a historical background of hav-
ing experienced multiple changes in sovereignty or administrative authority since the
modern era.

I positioned regions with these characteristics as “peripheral” and analyzed the
relationship between such regions and the “center”—particularly its subtle and com-
plex structure—as a comparative study. At the end of the book, I also briefly touch on
Jeju Island, which shares a similar historical experience with Okinawa and was once
an independent kingdom known as “Tamna.”

As mentioned in the reports by Dr. Li and Dr. Nam today, I have long considered the
possibility of a “Peripheral East Asia Economic Community” that transcends regional
boundaries. I visited Jeju Island in October 2015 to participate in an exchange project
between Okinawa and Jeju Island. I believed that dialogue between the two regions,
in which they would share their experiences of war and compare their unique identi-
ties and relationships with their central governments based on their commonalities,

would serve as an opportunity to promote cooperation between the regions.
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Based on my actual experience, I can cite one specific example: the stance of the
national governments, which are at the “center,” is undeniably the biggest obstacle
to such regional cooperation. In the 1990s, during the presidency of Lee Teng-hui in
Taiwan, there was a plan for Taiwan to invest a total of $1 billion in Okinawa. This
is hearsay, but it is said that the Japanese central government ultimately rejected the
plan. It is presumed that there were concerns that Taiwan’s investment would expand
its influence over Okinawa.

A similar situation can be seen in relations with mainland China. For example, the
Chinese government has requested the establishment of a consulate general in Oki-
nawa. Currently, there is a Taiwanese representative office in Okinawa, but no Chinese
consulate general, which is said to be one of the reasons for the request. However, the
Japanese government has continued to reject this request, presumably out of concern
that it would expand China’s influence.

In this way, while there are many constraints on regional cooperation at the politi-
cal level, there remains significant potential for exchange at the economic and citizen
levels, or so-called “grassroots” activities. I hope that today’s discussion will also fea-

ture active exchange of opinions from this perspective.

Thank you, Dr. Lim, maybe no more questions from the floor. I would just like to give
the others two minutes because I have already given two minutes to add to what they
had said. And if I could make a request, let’s also put Southeast Asia into the picture.

Sato-sensei, would you like to go first?

There are various difficult issues, and Japan and the United States in particular want
to establish frameworks for both security cooperation and economic cooperation.
However, ASEAN countries are wary of institutionalization, and this is not working
out well. When establishing East Asian cooperation through ASEAN+3, the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs considered this and opted for functionalism rather than
institutionalism, adopting ASEAN’s functionalism as it was. This approach succeeded
in developing ASEAN+3 into East Asian cooperation. However, it was regrettable that
Sino-Japanese relations subsequently deteriorated.

Additionally, there was another issue that I was unable to address in my presenta-
tion. In the 2000s, a significant problem arose within the East ASEAN Growth Area
(EAGA), which had begun in 1994. These were kidnappings and criminal acts by the
so-called Islamic State (ISIS). There were so many problems, such as kidnappings and
arms exports, that economic cooperation became impossible. We thought it might be
hopeless, but then the military and law enforcement agencies (navy and coast guard)
of the three countries cooperated and agreed on a rule that allowed emergency cross-
border pursuit of criminals. Normally, once criminals enter a neighboring country,
they can no longer be pursued, but this rule allows for such actions. This is known as
“hot pursuit,” and it helped eliminate the criminals and restore order. Connecting this
to Dr. Maquito’s discussion, it seems that the three countries are now attempting to
revive the EAGA through military and law enforcement cooperation. I believe this is

an important point.
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I Maqurto Thank you, Sato sensei. Li-sensei, do you have something to say?

| LiKorersu Thank you. In conclusion, I would like to highlight one key point. Whether we con-

SERRANO

| IDRUS

sider Northeast Asia or Southeast Asia, when discussing the prospects for East Asian
cooperation, the influence of the United States invariably emerges as a critical factor.
As Professor Sato has noted, and as Professor Nam has also emphasized, even when
Japan, China, and South Korea attempt to strengthen trilateral cooperation, the divi-
sive intentions of the United States inevitably exert an impact. This was evident, for
instance, in the deliberations of the East Asia Vision Group. Whenever U.S. opposition
arises, Japan is placed in the difficult position of having to balance between competing
expectations, which significantly constrains its diplomatic space.

Accordingly, although the principal theme of this symposium concerns exchanges
among local governments, the broader challenge lies in the fact that certain states in
Northeast Asia lack genuine agency, or exercise only limited autonomy. This is par-
ticularly evident in the context of relations with the United States: Japan frequently
defers to American preferences, while South Korea, within the framework of the U.S.-
ROK alliance, must likewise take U.S. positions into account when formulating its
own initiatives. These constraints constitute a structural problem of the postwar order
and are therefore not easily overcome.

Nevertheless, if viewed from a different perspective, even the tariff wars and protec-
tionist policies currently pursued by President Trump toward major growth markets
could provide an opportunity for East Asian states to enhance cooperation. From this
standpoint, one may adopt a cautiously optimistic outlook. The central question, then,
is how East Asian countries might strengthen—or indeed realize—their own political
and economic autonomy. Some have gone so far as to argue that Japan is not truly an
independent state. Yet it may be precisely at this moment that Japan faces a historic

opportunity to achieve genuine independence.

Thank you. My original point in what I said earlier is that I think it’s actually very dif-
ficult if it’s really about state-to-state diplomatic collaboration. That’s why my example
was really on a very localized operationalization of the local-to-local across border,
without government organizations being involved. So, for example, in our case, in uni-
versities, in local communities, I think it’s easier to imagine an across border, local-to-
local collaboration, because you don’t deal with governments. Government executives
end their term in a particular year, and as some of the speakers have mentioned, the
policy or even the programs would actually depend on the priority areas of a particular
government, the official who is elected in a particular time. So, for me, coming from
an academic institution and who has initiated a very contextualized local-to-local
across border program, I think it’s something worth looking into initiative like LLABS,
because these kinds of initiatives are grassroots driven, and they can be more long term
and can have a better impact in the future. Because these are not state funded, and

these are not top-down initiatives. So, I just wanted to add that. Thank you.

As a citizen, I think it is very good that there is a framework called LLABS. I believe

that this should be maximized by citizens. Although there are many cases where we
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need to respond flexibly and expand or contract the scope, I think maximization is the

most important thing.

One thing that left an impression on me was the anecdote that Nam-sensei mentioned,
that there was a project that the national government was doing, but when they pulled
out, the local governments were still sort of in support of that. The local governments
pick up the slack of the national government, so to speak. The reason why I bring this
up is because, 'm generally sympathetic towards Dr. Maquito and to the idea that this
needs to be more locally driven, and state influence or state involvement, the less the
better. But ultimately, as my talk on Thailand’s situation kind of reflects, that space
needs to be created by political will, or by the act of the state. That power needs to be
delegated first.

So, I guess the final note that I would like to make is that at the end of the day,
as Maquito-san mentioned, centralization and regionalization, there is a contentious
relationship between that, and the balance can be struck sort of by state involvement.
Or at least, there needs to be a demand towards a state, or some kind of compromise
with the state. Thank you.

Thank you. You've given me one minute to just close it. Thank you very much! So
many different countries, different contexts, different ideas. It has really been an edu-
cational session for me, and I hope for you as well.

Maybe I would just stress one topic or one concept that we think is important: the
horizontal aspect. Were not looking at the vertical relationships, it is a horizontal col-
laboration as Dr. Joane said, and this has two aspects. It’s not top-down in the sense
that the national government will say something to the local government. It’s not like
that, as you can see in the initiatives that were being done.

The other thing that makes it horizontal is that between countries, there’s no “you’re
higher, youre lower.” Countries are now considered to be partners.

The traditional way of thinking about international engagement is between richer
countries and poorer countries, and therefore there’s a lot that the poorer country
could learn from a richer country.

That’s half true, but we are also seeing, if you promote a horizontal collaboration,
there are things like, for example, in Fujino, that we could help them out in pushing
forward their vision. One particular example is that we saw they’re developing a bat-
tery that works on charcoal, and they found out that the coconut charcoal from the
Philippines that they were trying, was not working to light their one-volt bulb. So,
what we agreed upon yesterday is that we will test. They gave us a testing device, and
we will look for different activated charcoals to make that one bulb light up. It’s like
the case of Edison. Remember Edison looking for different filaments to make the bulb
work. So, in that sense, we're also helping them when they are helping us. Thank you

very much for today,

All right! Now let me call on Dr. Hitoshi Hirakawa, Professor Emeritus of Nagoya

University to give the summary remarks.
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CONCLUDING REMARKS
Dr. Hitoshi Hirakawa

Nagoya University, Professor Emeritus

[Original lecture in Japanese, translated by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito]

Today, we had the opportunity to hear a wide variety of presentations and discus-
sions, including a keynote speech by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito. We were able to
hear from researchers from many different regions. There were also questions from the
floor, making it a very lively forum.

When I think about the significance of today’s forum, I see four points. First, before
considering the content, we heard about the experiences of LLABS in the broader East
Asia region (Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia). Second, we were able to share our
experiences and exchange opinions. Until now, Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia
have been viewed as completely different regions. We have considered them to be sepa-
rate regions. However, by viewing them as a single East Asian region, we were able to
reexamine each other’s experiences and learn about each other’s experiences. This fact
made this forum meaningful.

Additionally, the fact that knowledge was provided with academic backing also
made this forum meaningful. Third, the active participation of younger generations—
though I am the oldest generation in this context—and their engagement in thought-
ful dialogue on this issue was also significant.

Finally, as the fourth point, we will soon be able to produce the SGRA Report. The
SGRA Report is a booklet that everyone can read freely. This will also provide material
for further consideration of this issue. I believe this could be one of the most signifi-
cant contributions to LLABS research.

Now, I would like to reflect on the history of local government community coopera-
tion, specifically the history of cross-border regional, local government, and commu-
nity cooperation, from my own perspective.

The regional concept of “East Asia” emerged around the 1990s (Slide 1). The 1990s
were a period of significant historical change, marked by the emergence of new ideas.
This was the era when the Berlin Wall fell and the socialist bloc dissolved. The Soviet
Union became modern-day Russia. The world had previously been divided into two
distinct spheres—socialism and capitalism—but this period marked the collapse of

that divide. While economic globalization and the global expansion of businesses
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across borders began as early as the 1970s and 1980s, the 1990s saw the emergence of
an era where capital and finance could freely cross borders. As a result, various con-
cepts of cross-border regional integration began to emerge. Development shifted from
a nation-state perspective to one based on cross-border regional integration, and such
integration began to materialize.

Additionally, the 1990s saw increased cross-border mobility of people, leading to
the emergence of a sense of civil society and cross-border civic consciousness. The
concept of “global citizens” proposed by SGRA was a pioneering attempt to articulate
such ideas. The 1990s marked a significant shift in people’s consciousness.

So, what happened in Northeast Asia, which is the narrow definition of East Asia?
As Dr. Li Kotetsu mentioned in his report, a union of local governments was formed
in Northeast Asia (Slide 2). In 1993, a meeting of local governments from four coun-
tries—Japan, South Korea, China, and Russia—was held, and in 1996, North Korea
and Mongolia joined, forming a union of local governments from six countries in
Northeast Asia. This was a very significant event for the region, made possible by the

lowering of border barriers. The concept of citizenship emerged and supported this
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Slide 3

movement.

At the same time, the main purpose of this union was to promote mutual under-
standing and regional economic development. It was in the 1990s that regional
economic development became linked to mutual understanding among people. As
pointed out by the speakers today, this led to the concept of a local economic zone.
Professor Tu Zhaoyan of Nagoya University, a Professor Emeritus, spoke about this
issue at the International Economic Association in 1994, well ahead of his time, stat-
ing that “regional economic zones are a transitional phenomenon that will eventually
disappear as globalization progresses.”

So, what was the situation in Southeast Asia? There is something called SIJORI
that was mentioned by the professors in today’s reports (Slide 3). The characteristic of
SIJORI is that it was based on the premise of economic development. Then, the idea
of regional cooperation and regional integration through ASEAN was born, and there
was a period when the two goals of civic awareness and economic integration were
pursued together. I think the movement discussed by Dr. Maquito originated in the
1990s, but such an environment emerged in the 1990s.

I believe we have reached a point where we must once again reflect on the era that
began in the 1990s, an era of openness and connection among people, and recognize
its significance. The war in Ukraine, the Israel-Hamas conflict, and U.S. President
Trump’s rejection of the spirit of international cooperation born in the 20th century—
these are major events that have massively undermined human dignity and plunged
people into anxiety. It seems that xenophobic leaders are emerging worldwide, and the
number of people supporting them is growing. Such realities are now before us. How-
ever, history teaches us that peace and prosperity for humanity cannot be achieved
under such circumstances.

Today’s forum aimed to share experiences of regional, municipal, and community
cooperation under the broader concept of East Asia. The accumulation of such diverse
experiences and mutual exchanges has laid the foundation for mutual understanding
and development among the people of East Asia. I believe this will become an even

more important foundation for peace and prosperity in the future. If mutual exchange
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becomes entangled at the national level, mutual understanding becomes difficult.
Looking at the world, we cannot rule out the possibility of returning to an era like that
before the war.

For us to continue to maintain our bonds in the future, today’s seminar by the
Atsumi International Foundation’s SGRA and KKK was meaningful. It was a seminar
that raised expectations for the further development of practical research and deep-
ened mutual understanding. This is not a summary, but I will conclude with these
thoughts.
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CLOSING REMARKS

Ms. Junko Imanishi

Atsumi International Foundation, Managing Director

[Original remarks in Japanese, translated by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito]

y name is Junko Imanishi, representative of the Sekiguchi Global Research
Group at the Atsumi International Exchange Foundation. Thank you all for
your passionate discussions today.

The first Sustainable Shared Growth Seminar was held on March 26, 2004, at the
University of Asia and the Pacific in Manila. Thanks to Dr. Maquito’s efforts, we have
held 45 seminars over the past 21 years, with this being the second time in Tokyo. I
would like to express my respect for Dr. Maquito’s passion in pursuing the theme of
shared growth and for the cooperation of his family.

Over the past 21 years, we have been able to proceed with the support of the Fili-
pino people, and in recent years, we have received tremendous support and coopera-
tion from the University of the Philippines Open University. They have co-hosted this
forum, and Professor Joan Serrano, along with many staff members and students, have
joined us here today. We sincerely appreciate your cooperation.

Dr. Maquito was among the first recipients of the Atsumi Foundation scholarship
in 1995. For this forum, Dr. Nam Ki-jeong of the second batch of scholars came from
Seoul, Dr. Li Kotetsu of the fifth batch came from Kanazawa, and Hayashi Izumi of
the 6th batch also joined us. Dr. Li En-min, of the third batch of scholars, provided us
with the Shinjuku campus of J. F. Oberlin University and introduced us to Professor
Koichi Sato. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone at J. F. Oberlin
University. I believe that the Shared Growth Seminar has been able to continue for
21 years thanks to the guidance and support of Professor Hirakawa. Thank you very
much, Professor.

The Atsumi International Foundation has been in existence for 30 years, but there
are still only two Filipinos, Dr. Maquito and Dr. Tenegra, the moderator. Nevertheless,
the two of them have made significant contributions to SGRA’s activities. There are not
many people from ASEAN countries either, but we hope that young hopefuls such as
Dr. Jakfar and Mr. Motoki will help to further energize the organization.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the two simultaneous interpreters,
Ms. Naoko Nishida and Mr. Yudai Sato, who made today’s forum possible. Please join
me in giving them a warm round of applause. Today’s forum will now come to a close.
Thank you all for participating. For those of you still in the venue, we have prepared a

reception afterward, so please do join us.

© 2025 SGRA



Speakers’ Profile

© 2025 SGRA

Speakers’ Profile

M Ferdinand C. Maquito
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SGRA and the leader of the “Conceptual Asia” team. In 1999, he received a scholarship from the Atsumi

International Foundation
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graduating from the Department of Diplomacy at Seoul National University, he obtained a PhD in
International Relations from the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at the University of Tokyo. He
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has an interest in peace movements within Japanese civil society.
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East Asian international relations, Japan-China-Taiwan relations, Taiwan studies, and Okinawa studies.
He has served as an associate professor at the Faculty of Law and Letters at the University of the Ryukyus,
an associate researcher at the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica, a Fulbright Visiting Scholar
at Harvard University, an associate professor at the Department of History at National Taiwan University,
a professor at the Institute of International Studies at Wuhan University, Executive Director of the Japan
Studies Center at Wuhan University, a visiting professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, a
Research Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia at the University of Tokyo, and Editor-
in-Chief of Hong Kong’s “Ming Pao” (Editorial Section). His publications include “The Identity Politics
of ‘Borderland East Asia’: Okinawa, Taiwan, and Hong Kong” (Akashi Shoten, 2005), “The Rise and
Fall of China-Japan Power and the Reconstruction of East Asian Order” (Wu-Nan Book Inc., Taiwan,
2020), and “Fundamental Concepts for Understanding the Crossroads of the World: An Introduction to

Comparative Politics and International Politics” (coauthored, Iwanami Shoten, 2024).

B Joane V. Serrano

Former Dean of the College of Management and Development, University of the Philippines Open
University (UPOU). She assumed the position of UPOU Chancellor last March 1, 2025. She holds a
PhD in Development Management and a PhD in Development Communication from the University
of the Philippines. Her research interests are broad, including sustainability, socio-cultural perspectives
on the environment, development and environmental communication, health promotion, gender and
indigenous knowledge, and open and distance e-learning (ODeL). In recent years, she has been researching
the protection of stakeholder interests and social responsibility surrounding digital technologies and
services with a focus on sustainability, as well as mechanisms for Satoyama development. She has been a
long-time collaborator of the KKK Seminar and is actively involved in research and implementation of a

community currency and other initiatives.

B Jakfar Idrus

2014 Atsumi Scholarship recipient. Originally from Indonesia. Graduated from the Department of
Japanese Language, Faculty of Letters, Gadjah Mada University. Obtained a PhD from the Graduate
School of Political Science, Kokushikan University. Currently an associate professor at the School of
21st Century Asia, Kokushikan University. Using an Asian regional studies approach, he is researching
the formation of nation-states in Southeast Asia, with a focus on Indonesia, and the issues surrounding

them, as well as the politics and culture of Southeast Asian countries.

B Motoki Luxmiwattana

Doctoral course student at the Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University.

Specializes in Thai politics, social movements, and political ideology. His current research topic is the
ideological characteristics of Thai conservatism in recent years. After earning a bachelor’s degree in
international relations from the Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University in Thailand, he
came to Japan on a scholarship from the Japanese government’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology. He researched populism and the conservative movement in Thailand in the
21st century and received a master’s degree from the Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, University

of Tokyo. 2024 Atsumi Scholarship recipient.
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IN PLACE OF AN AFTERWORD

Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito

University of the Philippines Open University (UPOU)

[Originally in Japanese, translated by Dr. Ferdinand C. Maquito]

The venue for the 75th SGRA Forum/45th Sustainable Shared Growth Seminar
held on April 12, 2025, at J. F. Oberlin University’s Shinjuku campus was within
walking distance from my hotel, but I got a little lost and was late for our pre-seminar
meeting. In my hurry, I directly introduced myself without apologizing to the speak-
ers who had already gathered. I would like to take this opportunity to apologize. I
would also like to thank fellow SGRA member Professor En-min Li (Dean, College
of Global Communication, J. F. Oberlin University) for providing a wonderful venue
with double-flowered cherry trees in full bloom, befitting the name of the university.

For details of the seminar, please refer to the SGRA report later in this issue.

I never expected to be asked to be a keynote speaker. I had no choice but to accept
the invitation when Junko Imanishi, SGRA President, strongly requested me to do so.
I was very sorry to be asked to deliver the keynote speech in front of all the university
professors, but I hope you will forgive me as it was a celebration of my retirement. It
was a good opportunity to discuss with everyone the results of my research, which I
have been working hard on in my own way with the support of the Atsumi Interna-
tional Foundation. It is no other than sustainable shared growth mechanisms that aim
for development marked by efficiency, equity, and environmentality (ecology), and is
called “KKK,” which is an acronym for three Japanese words.

There are many themes within the “KKK,” but when I was asked if I could discuss it
with my SGRA colleagues, the “Local-to-Local Across Border Scheme (LLABS)” came
to mind. The basic principle of the KKK is domestic decentralization, but LLABS fur-
ther combines it with international regional integration in a complementary manner.

After the keynote speeches, four professors offered comments. Professor Koichi
Sato of J. F. Oberlin University gave a presentation titled “Community Collabora-
tion: Lessons from the Growth Triangle and Migration (Chinatown and Curry Immi-
grants),” analyzing both macro and micro perspectives, the establishment of economic
centers in Southeast Asian countries and Japanese cooperation, and the formation of
Southeast Asian migrant communities in Japan. In closing, he encouraged the audi-

ence to do their best for the development of East Asia.
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Mr. Li Kotetsu, Director of the Institute for Northeast Asian Future (INAF), gave
a presentation entitled “Cross-Border Development Cooperation and Framework for
International Cooperation of Local Governments in China and Northeast Asia,” in
which he discussed the emergence of various cross-border regional development proj-
ects in Northeast Asia, the formation of sub-regional economic zones (SREZs) led by
local governments, and the future of the region. He pointed out that the emergence of
the movement to form subregional economic zones led by local governments has been
a major driving force for economic growth in the region. He then invited us to work
together to connect North and Southeast Asia.

Dr. Ki-Jeong Nam, Director of the Institute of Japanese Studies at Seoul National
University, who agreed to Dr. Li’s “invitation,” in his talk entitled “Korean Local Gov-
ernment’s Efforts to Form International Regime: A Case Study of the Trilateral Local
Government Exchange Conference,” noted that the Trilateral Local Government
Exchange Conference began in 1999, two years after the ASEAN+3 was established,
when Korea began to be greatly aware of cooperation with ASEAN. He pointed out
that the Kim Dae-jung administration had moved closer to ASEAN, and it was around
this time that local governments in Korea began local diplomacy and focused on the
ASEAN approach.

Dr. Lim Chuan-Tiong, the last discussant from Northeast Asia and a Research Fel-
low at the University of Tokyo’s Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, who is also
partly of Filipino descent, noted in his presentation “Taiwan’s Strong ‘Non-Govern-
mental’ Ties with Southeast Asia Beyond Political Restrictions” that Taiwan does not
have formal diplomatic relations with the 10 ASEAN countries, nor is it a member of
the ASEAN+3, but that the two sides have a strong relationship with the ASEAN+2
countries. In 2016, the Tsai Ing-wen DPP administration launched the “New South-
ward Policy” to reduce Taiwan’s economic dependence on China. He reported that
Taiwan’s ties with Southeast Asia have deepened further, strengthening human and
economic cross-border ties.

In Part 3, “Citizens’ Views,” perspectives from the Philippines, Indonesia, and
Thailand were presented.

First, Dr. Joane Serrano, Chancellor of the University of the Philippines Open
University (UPOU), one of the co-sponsors of this event, introduced two projects
under the theme of “Operationalizing LLABS™ LAKBAY (Learning Actively through
Knowledge-Based Appreciation for Youth) is a joint project with EduConnect Taiwan,
which aims to actively contribute to sustainable initiatives in various development
fields by Taiwanese youth sent to UPOU. The second project is a collaboration between
the community of Los Bafos, Laguna, and the Japanese town of Fujino (Kanagawa).
It is the Maahas-Fujino LLABS, which links the community of Los Bafios, Laguna,
with the town of Fujino, Japan (now part of Midori Ward, Sagamihara City, due to its
transition to a government-designated city). Through a mutual partnership based on
the mutually complementary vision of the Fujino’s Transition Town movement and
UPOU’s Sustainability in Action Living Laboratory Campus (SiALLC), it is hoped
that there could be a joint development of ecological and social innovations rooted in
community resilience and sustainability, The two communities will share knowledge

about local currencies, renewable energy, sustainability, and adaptability (resilience)
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through mutual visits, permaculture lectures, research on forest bathing-based hiking
research methodology, mapping exercises, and other practical activities. The common
learning experience not only strengthens cross-cultural solidarity but also serves as
an inspirational agent for applying and localizing sustainable best practices in both
Maahas and Fujino.

Dr. Jakfar Idrus, a full-time lecturer at Kokushikan University’s Faculty of 21st
Century Studies, shared the views of Indonesian citizens on “LLABS and Indonesian
Perspectives,” and shared that the LLABS concept has great potential and that the
sister city concept in international cooperation at the local level and environmental
sector-centered partnerships could be successful. He introduced the case of Surabaya-
Kitakyushu, which is a partnership centered on the environmental field. He also
pointed out that the “Triangle of Growth” concept in ASEAN is unlikely to succeed
unless conditions such as infrastructure, security, and financial resources are in place.

Mr. Motoki Luxmiwattana of Waseda University’s Graduate School of Asia-Pacific
Studies pointed out that decentralization has not progressed as much as the World
Bank report expected due to unexpected stronger state power, but he introduced the
case of a spontaneous common response to a pandemic on the Thai-Laos border.

Dr. Hitoshi Hirakawa (Professor Emeritus, Nagoya University / Director, Atsumi
Foundation), a long-time research collaborator, addressed four significant points of
this seminar: (1) the seminar provided LLABS experiences in East Asia (Southeast
Asia and Northeast Asia) in a broad sense and enabled the exchange of opinions; (2)
knowledge was provided with academic support; (3) a new generation actively partici-
pated in the discussions; and (4) the SGRA report will open possibilities for wider and
deeper discussions in the future. I would like to thank you for this excellent event.

To avoid any misunderstanding about the seminar, I would like to emphasize again
several features of LLABS. First, LLABS places emphasis on “horizontal relationships.”
This has two implications. At the national level, communities make all decisions and
take action. In other words, they act without being told what to do by the local govern-
ment or administration. At the international level, it means that countries are equal
and reciprocal, regardless of their economic wealth. In the past, richer countries sup-
ported the poorer countries as a manifestation of their noblesse oblige, but this could
lead to the development of a “dole out” mentality in the poorer countries, rather than
promote self-help efforts.

I would like to emphasize again that I wanted to use the LLABS as an opportunity
to consider Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia at the same time. We wanted to proceed
with the dialogue from the viewpoint of “North and Southeast Asia,” without getting
caught up in traditional thinking of separate discussions of these two subregions of
East Asia.

The basic idea of the “KKK” is “shared growth,” as described in The East Asian
Miracle report published by the World Bank in 1993, which refers to a rare type of
economic development in which national income rises while income distribution
improves. Such economic development in the postwar period was achieved by Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand, Indonesia, and Malaysia; unfortunately,
the Philippines was not included. Shared growth has received considerable attention

again in recent years: Piketty’s Capital in the 21st Century and Stiglitz’s Price of Inequal-
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ity, published successively in 2013. It should also be noted that the two major recent
trends of regional integration and domestic decentralization, such as ASEAN+3, were
not considered in The East Asian Miracle report.

At the reception, I was surprised to hear my friends who live in Japan say that
Japan has become a society of inequality. In The East Asian Miracle, Japan was the best
model country, proudly defying Western bashing, especially from the U.S., about the
state of its economy. But has it really lost this spirit? I emphasized that “even now, the
disparity is not as great as in the U.S.”

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my fellow SGRA members who came
to this event, to Representative Imanishi and the Atsumi Foundation for their support
of the “KKK” seminar until now, and to Chancellor Joan Serrano and my colleagues at
the University of the Philippines Open University (UPOU).

(Reprinted from Max Maquito, “The 75th SGRA Forum/45th Sustainable Shared Growth Seminar Report—
Manila Report@Shinjuku 2025, Spring”)
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