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Title: The Characteristics of China—Korea Relationship and Its Connection to the East
Asian International Order

The term “Eastern Asia” has been a popularly used term in the discussion of pre—modern
history especially in dealing with China, Korea, and Japanese relationships. Tributary system,
accordingly, is commonly used to explain Asian international order in that times. By first of all
pointing out the major features of the seventeenth to nineteenth century China-Korea
relationship, this paper emphasizes that the relationship of Qing China with then Korea was
profoundly different from that with Japan. The relatively peaceful order in “Eastern Asia”
during that era cannot be fully interpreted through the perspective of the so-called tributary
system either. Moreover, some related conceptual and methodological issues will be
discussed.
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