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When addressing the sexual minorities, word choice is an important issue. Tongxinglian, the Chinese translation of
the English homosexual(ity), was borrowed from the Japanese translation (déseiai) around 1910s. As an official
term to refer homosexual(ity), this term is used extensively, but the sexual minorities are reluctant to use it due to
its association with the social stigma of mental illness and crime. Tongzhi (comrade), a term that had been the most
common way to address a person to another since the Mao era, started to be used in Hong Kong and Taiwan in the
late 1980s as a way to refer to sexual minorities. This utilization also subsequently gained popularity among sexual
minorities in the Mainland by the middle of 1990s, despite never been approved by the authority. In addition, Ku’er
(the transliteration of the English queer), which first translated in Taiwan, was introduced into Mainland China
around the late 1990s, and has been widely used in the sexual minority-themed political and cultural activities ever
since. These three terms have been used concurrently among sexual minority activists in mainland China. Each of
these terms carries different nuances; and the speaker’s choice of word can reveal his or her political agendas. The
paper will revisit the history behind the initial importation of these concepts, then analyse how the acceptance of
these concepts influences the understanding of the same-sex intimate relationship in China, and finally show how
such understanding affects the sexual minorities’ politics of naming.
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