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Practicing Story: Study on cognitive empathy and
narratives leading to sustainable relationship repair
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Human being is a social animal and can cause conflicts even with closest relationships. In order to build sustainable
peace, it is important not only to prevent conflicts, but also restore the damaged relationships. The court system is
aimed at resolving conflicts. However, for many local people, this system is a distant presence. Indeed, the modern
trial is not familiar for even many people of Japan, one of the developed countries; it is considered a last resort.
Litigation means the break of relationships of communities, so it is not welcomed for people. In particular, the
people of the former colonial countries are living in legally pluralistic society where several legal contexts overlap.
There, the contexts of traditional norms and legal theory norms are different, so that the gap keeps people far from
convincing.

Some studies on peace building criticize that the modern trial system does not achieve relationship repair, and
suggest that traditional ways rooted in each community will brings out more satisfaction to people. On the other
hand, there are also risks of serious human rights violations by community handling the “truth” of a crime, from
investigation procedure to judgment. In this presentation, | show that the “story” of conflict shared by the commu-
nity due to “cognitive empathy” is important to the relationship repair, and propose “Practicing Story” as an effort
to make that “story” come true, overcoming the discrepancies between tradition and modernity.
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