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For the Network of Historians towards Reconciliation
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(Introductory speech for the session “Examining the network of historians towards reconciliation” in the roundtable “Dialogues

between national histories)
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Summary: The geopolitical dynamism in East Asia today
urges us to reach a historic reconciliation between its key
players, namely China, Korea and Japan. The modern
history in this region is mired in recurring political and
often violent conflicts, and the narratives in these nation
states have been dominated by their unique "national
histories." Japan has its Japanese history. China has its
Chinese history. Korea has its Korean history. But there
is no cross-border narrative of regional history that can
be shared and honored by all the people in this region.
That's why we, the historians in East Asia, need to
engage in constructive, bilateral and multilateral
dialogues to make the historic reconciliation come true.
We, in cooperation with Waseda University’s
“Reconciliation Studies” project, encourage everyone to

join our discussions.
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