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The Third Asia Future Conference (AFC#3) was held from
Friday, September 30 to Sunday, October 2, 2016 in Kitaky-
ushu, Japan with 397 registered participants from 20 countries.
Hence the City of Kitakyushu is a former industrial area turned
to an environment-friendly city, the overall theme of AFC#3
was “Environment and Coexistence”, including broad range of
issues in various social and cultural environments.

OPENING EVE (September 29)

The night before the official opening of AFC#3, the 10th SGRA
China Forum “Toward the East Asian Cultural History Without
Borders” was held at the Kitakyushu International Conference
Center. The manuscript of the opening speech of this forum is
shown in this book through pages 12 -25.

DAY 1 (September 30)
MORNING: There were three roundtable discussions and a
forum at the Kitakyushu International Conference Center.

Roundtable 1 “Dialogue of National Histories; Japan, China and
Korea"

We all agree that we have to overcome our history in order to
realize historical reconciliation in East Asia. The first step should
be to “establish a dialogue” among the three national histories of
China, Japan and Korea. This was the first of a series of 5 forums
of the same theme aiming at establishing a “Dialogue among
National Histories” among researchers from Japan, Korea and
China.

Roundtable 2 “Religious Responses to Changing Social Environ-
ments in Southeast Asia”

We took into consideration the present situation wherein reli-
gion tends to be viewed as a cause of conflict and clash, despite
its genuine aim of achieving happiness of humankind and soci-
ety. Based on Southeast Asian case studies, invited researchers
from this region, together with foreign and Japanese research-
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LerT: Posters displayed in Kokura Station.
RIGHT: Opening Ceremony.
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ers active in Japan, discussed universal themes such as the rela-
tion of society with religion, as well as the role of religion.

Roundtable 3 “Humans and Robots: Towards a Society of Coexis-
tence”

After the introductory speech by Dr. Inoue Hirochika on
“COBOT”, we discussed the present situation and challenges
in robot R&D in Japan, Korea, Russia, Europe and China. Dr.
Inoue s speech is shown in this book through pages 8 -11.

AGRI Economic Forum “Population Problems and Solutions in Asia”
Four specialists from the Asian Growth Research Institute took
up various population problems facing Asia and discussed these
problems and lessons for other Asian countries.

AFTERNOON: The Opening Ceremony commenced with a wel-
come speech by Dr. Michiaki Kondo, President of the Univer-
sity of Kitakyushu, followed by the proclamation of the opening
of the conference by Mr. Yasushi Akashi, Conference Chairman.
The keynote speech was given by Yoshikazu Tanaka, Chief
Engineer of MIRAI, Toyota Motor Corporation on the theme
“Development of the Fuel Cell Vehicle, MIRAI and the Chal-
lenges towards Hydrogen Society”. The Commemorative Sym-
posium of the 70th Anniversary of Foundation of the University
of Kitakyushu “Sustainable Development and Asian Civil Soci-
ety —Toward the Hydrogen Energy Society—" started right
after the keynote speech.

EVENING: The Sake Barrel Breaking Ceremony was held to cel-
ebrate the 70th Anniversary of the University of Kitakyushu,
using the sake produced in a collaboration between the Univer-
sity and local producer. Then, the Welcome Party started and
participants were offered the sake in the courtyard. There was
a local drum performance, followed by this conference’s high-
light event, projection mapping, which showed the 1500-year
history of Kitakyushu in 3 minutes on the big wall of Confer-
ence Center.
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DAY 2 (October 1)

All the participants went to the Kitagata Campus of the Uni-
versity of Kitakyushu, where 225 papers were presented in 58
panel sessions, including 8 arranged group sessions. As the AFC
aspires towards an international and interdisciplinary approach,
each session was arranged by the topics such as “Peace”, “Hap-
piness” and “Innovation”, which the presenters selected during
the submission process. As such, each session did not necessarily
consist of specialists in a specific academic field. This approach
helped foster many rich and diverse discussions. Poster presen-
tations were displayed next to the coffee break corner. A piano
performance and a tea ceremony were conducted by the students
and volunteers of the University of Kitakyushu.

The Best Presentation was chosen by two chairpersons in each
of the 50 sessions (excluding arranged group sessions). Also two
Best Posters were selected by the AFC Academic Committee.

In addition, the Academic Committee chose the Best Papers
before the conference. 46 judges reviewed 115 full papers,
which were uploaded to the AFC Online System by February
28, 2016 (with abstracts submitted by August 31, 2015). The
papers were divided into 13 groups, and 4 reviewers read each
group. Reviewers were asked to evaluate based on the following
5 criteria: (1) Is the theme of this paper in accordance with the
AFC Theme “Environment and Coexistence”? (2) Is this paper
perspicuous and persuasive? (3) Is this paper original and inno-
vative? (4) Does this paper hold international aspects in some
points? (5) Does this paper have an interdisciplinary approach?
Each reviewer recommended two papers out of nine or ten in
each group. After compilation, 20 papers were selected as the
Best Papers.

EVENING: Farewell Party was held at the Station Hotel Kokura.
After a brief conference report by myself as the Organizing
Committee Chair, a toast was given by the Vice-president of
the University of Kitakyushu, Dr. Saeko Urushibara. AFC
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LerT: Traditional drum
performance.

RIGHT: State-of-the-art
projection-mapping.
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LerT: Farewell Party.
RIGHT: Presentation of Best Papers Awards
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Academic Committee Chair, Dr. Hitoshi Hirakawa, Professor
of Kokushikan University, gave a selection report and then the
Award Presentation Ceremony was held. 20 authors of Best
Papers came on the stage and the Conference Chair, Mr. Yasu-
shi Akashi, handed a Certificate of Best Paper to a representa-
tive.

DAY 3 (October 2)

Participants took part in organized study tours and excursions,
along with a hot spring experience.

ADMINISTRATION

The Third Asia Future Conference was hosted by the Atsumi
International Foundation Sekiguchi Global Research Associa-
tion (SGRA), co-hosted by The University of Kitakyushu and
City of Kitakyushu, supported by many institutions and people.
We listed the names of supporters and sponsors on page 237.

The Organizing Committee and Academic Committee for
this conference were organized by former Atsumi scholars
(known as “Raccoons”), and together with the SGRA Steering
Committee members, they voluntarily took part in almost all
aspects of the holding of the conference. A separate Organiz-
ing Committee was established in the University of Kitakyushu
with more than 120 professors, staff members and student vol-
unteers.

FUTURE OF AFC

AFC started in 2013 and was originally planned to be hosted
five times within a span of ten years. But after three success-
ful AFCs, the Atsumi International Foundation has decided to
continue even after 2020. The Fourth Asia Future Conference
will be held in Seoul, Korea, from August 24th to 28th, 2018.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT
A

On the opening night, a huge projection mapping of
1500-year history of Kitakyushu was played out
on a big wall of the Convention Center.

We are sincerely grateful
to all the producers and creators
who joined force to this project.
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